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GENERAL CHURCH BOARDS. 


HOME MISSION BOARD. 

President, Rev. C. S. ALBERT, D. D., 42 North Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Gen. Sec., Rev. A. S; HARTMAN, D. D., 914 N. Carrollton Ave., Baltimore, Md, 

Western Sec., Rev. S$. B. BARNITZ, D. D., 722 18th St., Des Moines, lowa. 

Treasurer, Mr. I. C. SLATER, 1419 F Street, Washington, D. C. 

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD. 

Pres't., Rev. F. PH. HENNIGHAUSEN, D. D., 115 W. Lee St., Baltimore, Md. 

Gen. Sec., Rev. GEO. SCHOLL. D. D., toos W. Lanvalé St., Bahimore, Md. 

Treasurer, Mr. OLIVER F. LANTZ, tog N. Howard St., Baltimore, Md. 

CHURCH EXTENSION BOARD. 

President, Rev. WM. S. FREAS, D. D., 105 S. Beaver St., York, Pa. 

Gen. Secretary, Rev. H. H. WEBER, Security Building, York, Pa. 

Field Secretary, Rey. H. L. YARGER, Atchison, Kansas. 

Treasurer, Mr. JERE CARL, York, Pa. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

President, Rev. M. RHODES, D. D., 4414 Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

Vice Pres’t, Rey. 5. B. BARNITZ, D. D., 722 Eighteenth St., Des Moines, lowa. 

Secretary, Rev. H. C. HAITHCOX, D. D., Abilene, Kansas. 

Treasurer, Mr. L.G. KAMMERER, Cor. Broadway and Cass Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

WOMAN'S H. AND F. MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

President, Mrs. A. V. HUNTER, Columbia City, Ind. 

Recording Secretary, Miss CORA HOLAHAN, Lock Haven, Pa. 

Cor. Sec’y., Miss MARY H. MORRIS, 406 N. Greene St., Baltimore, Md. 

Treasurer, Mrs. A. V. HAMMA, 729 N. Fremont Ave., Baltimore, Md. 

THE DBACONESS BOARD. 

President, Rev. G. U. WENNER, D. D., 123 E. Twenty-fourth St., New York. 

Vice President, Rev. W. H. DUNBAR, D. D., 667 W. Franklin St., Baltimore. 

Secretary, Rev. F. P. MANHART, 1437 S. Fiftieth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer, Mr. FREDERICK P. STIEFF, 9 N. Liberty St., Baltimore, Md. 

NATIONAL LUTHERAN HOME FOR THE AGED. 

President, Rev. W. E. PARSON, D. D., 309 N. J. Ave., S. E., Washington, D, C. 

Secretary, Mr. ISAAC C. SLATER, 1419 F St., Washington, D. C. 

Treasurer, Mr. ALBERT F. FOX, 920 F St., Washington, D. C. 

TRESSLER ORPHANS’ HOME. 
Superintendent, Mr. CHARLES A. WIDLE, Loysville, Pa. 
Treasurer, Mr. J. H. WOLF, Carlisle, Pa. 

TABOR ORPHANS’ HOME. 
Superintendent, Rev: A. OBERLANDER, Syracuse, N. Y. 
LUTHERAN MISSIONARY JOURNAL. 
Rev. H. H. WEBER, Business Manager, York, Pa. 
CHILDREN’S MISSIONARY. 
Mrs. H. H. WEBER, Business Manager, York, Pa. 

AMERICAN EV. LUTHERAN IMMIGRATION SOCIETY. 
President, Rev. J. N. LENKER, D. D., Grand Island, Neb. 
Secretary, Rev. C. HUBER, Richmond, Ind. 

Treasurer, Rev. M. L. MELICK, Fairfield, Iowa. 
THE LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 
Mr. HENRY S. BONER, Superintendent, No. 42 N. oth St., Philadelphia, Pa 
OFFICERS OF GENERAL SYNOD. 

President, Prof. H. LOUIS BAUGHER, D. D., Gettysburg, Pa. 

Secretary, Rev. WM. S. FREAS, D. D., 105 S. Beaver St., York, Pa. 

Treasurer, Mr. LOUIS MANSS, No. 101 West Pear! St., Cincinnati, O. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 1895-1896. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 
President—Rev. W. F. RENTZ, Atchison, Kans. 
Secretary—Rev. H. M. OBERHOLTZER, Salina, Kans. 
Treasnrer—Mx. A, L. SELIG, Lawrence, Kans. 


STATISTICIAN AND HISTORIAN. 
Rev. J. B. McAFEE. 
TRUSTEES OF SYNOD. 
Rev. J. M. CROMER, 
Me. A. L. SELIG, 
Me. J. HH. BERLIN. 


Rev. W. F. RENTZ, 
Rev. F.D. ALTMAN, 


EXAMINING COMMITTERS. 


Rev. F. D. ALTMAN, Rey. J. M. CROMER, 
Rev. H. M. OBERHOLTZER, Rev. H. ACKER, 
Rev. H. C. HAITHCOX, D. D. 


COMMITTEE ON QUARTERLY BENEVOLENCE ENVELOPES. 


Rev. R. H. WILLIAMS, Rev. H. ACKER, 
J. E. TRESSLER, M. D. 


COMMITTEE ON BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 
Rev. A. E. WAGNER, Rev. J. G. GRIFFITH, 
Mx. J. M. SEARLES. 
TRUSTEES OF THE TRESSLER ORPHANS HOMB. 
Rev. B. F. HILLS, J. E. TRESSLER, M. D. 
COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 
Rev, B, F. HILLS, Rev. A. WAGNER, 
Rev. H. ZIMMERMAN. 
SPEAKERS FOR 180. 
SYNODICAL SERMON AND HOLY COMMUNION—TUESDAY EVENING. 


Rev. W. F. RENTZ, President. 
Alternates. 


Principals. 
HOME MISSIONS=—WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
Rev\J. M. CROMER, Rev. R. B. WOLF. 


FOREIGN MISSION$—WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
Rev. J. N. LENTZ, Rev. H. ZIMMERMAN. 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE W. H. AND F. M. SOCIETY—THURSDAY EVENING. 
EDUCATION—FRIDAY EVENING. 
Rev. H. C. HAITHCOX, D. D., Rev. J. A. LOWE, 


CHURCH EXTENSION—SATURDAY E\ ENING. 
Rey. H. L. YARGER, Rev. J. M. LONG. 


ORDINATION—SABBATH EVENING. 

Rev. GEORGE A. BOWERS D. D., 
CORPORATE NAME. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas. 


TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 
Time—Third Tuesday in October, 1896. 
Place—English Lutheran Church, Lawrence, Kansas. 


Rev. J. H. STOUGH, Pu. D 
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PLACES OF MEETING SINCE THE ORGANIZA- 
TION OF KANSAS SYNOD. 


| 
| 


Noe. Time. Place. 
1. November 1868............Topeka, Kansas. 
April 2—5, 1869 Atchison, Kansas. 
October 6-10, 1869........-- Kansas City, Mo. 


3- October 5-10, 1870 .........-- Lawrence, Kansas, 
4. September 27—October 1, 1871...Grasshopper Falls, Kansas. 


§- September 11-14, 1872 «--..-++-- Monrovia, Kansas. 

6. October 1~6, Kansas City, Mo. 

7. October 21-25, 1874....++++-+-- Abilene, Kansas. 

8. September 22-27, 1875 ..-..-.-- Lawrence, Kansas. 

g. August 1-6, 1876 ........-.455- Kansas City, Mo. 

10. August 22-25, 1877 Salina, Kansas. 

11. August 7-10, 1878 Peabody, Kansas. 

12. September 24-28, 1879 ......... Abilene, Kansas. 

13. October 13-18, 1880............ Lawrence, Kansas. 
14. October 5-9, 1881......... «+++» Bunker Hill, Kansas. | 
15. October 25-30, 1882............ Salina, -Kansas. | 
16, October 24-29, 1883........ «+. Eureka, Kansas. 


17. November 25~December 1, 1884. . Topeka, Kansas. 
18, October 20-26, 1885............ Peabody, Kansas. 


19. October 12-18, 1886............ Waterville, Kansas. 

20. October 25-31, 1887.... ..- .-++» Abilene, Kansas. 

21. October 23-28, 1888............ Lawrence, Kansas. 

22. October 1-6, 1889.... Atchison, Kansas, 

23. October 21-27, 1890...........- Salina, Kansas. 

24. October 20-25, 1891... Emporia, Kansas. 

26. October 18-23, 1892............ Kansas City, Mo., Children’s Memorial. 
26. October 17-22, 1893....-....... Kansas City, Mo., First Lutheran church. 
27. October 16-21, 1894............ Topeka, Kansas, First Lutheran church. 


28. October ey 1895........+...Abilene, Kan., Trinity Lutheran church. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


or Tus 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod 


KANSAS. 


The Twenty-eighth Annual session of the Synod of Kansas con- 
vened in Trinity Lutheran Church at Abilene, Kansas, Rev. H. C. 
Haithcox, D. D., pastor, on Tuesday evening, October 15, 1895. 

The Synodical Sermon was delivered by the Presiderit, Rev. W. 
F. Rentz. Theme: “ Walks about Zion.” Psalm xlviii. 12, 13. 

The Synodical communion was also celebrated, Rev. H. C. 
Haithcox, D. D., celebrant. 


FIRST SESSION. 
Wepnespay, OcTorer 17, 1895, 9 A. M. 
Synod was called to order by the President, and opened in 
regular form with devotional services. 
The clerical roll was called and lay delegates were received. 
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6 TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


The following is the roll of this Convention of Synod: 


Synodical Roll. 


a.¢. Absent and excused. 


| 
MINISTERS. RESIDENCE. Lay Dececartes. 
1| Rev. Charles Martin, M. D...... 1836 St. Joseph, Mo.....+..-. Noc 
acob Schayer, 3848 Atchison, Kans.......... 
Groseclose, a. 1849 Eureka, o charge. 
; oe Henry, 4. 1850 I ence, Kans. .... No charge. 
McA eee ne Tope a, Kees.. No cha 
G. A. Bowers, 1854 Emporia, Alfred Nicholas. 
os B. F. 1854 No charge. 
y A. BK. Kirtland 1857 Salina, Kans No charge. 
ro} “ Heigerd, 1858 Effingham, No charge. 
“ Acker 1858 Whitewater. Kans..... A. G. Laughlin. 
J. M. Long 1858 New Cambria, Kans..... C. A. Kohr. 
“ A.M. Geiger, D. D., a. | Forrest Ave., Kansas No charge. 
14) “ Scholl 1889 Welleville, Kans... «---/Isaac Hemphill. 
w. M. Sparr, 1864 Eureka, No charge. 
1 “ A. j. 1867 Hutchinson, Allen Brehn. 
“ J. G. Griffth...... ....... 1867 Lawrence, L. Selig. 
1 Hartsock, 1867 McPherson, Kans. eeeeee No charge. 
19} Stou Ph. D. ....+. Atchison No charge. 
~ 20 CH ait x, D. 1872 Abulene, Kees... “eeeeee Johntz. 
21 A. Bright, Topeka, Kans No char 
a2} “ J. T. Sponselicr .........-+ 1874 M.L.S 
23 . Palmer ..+.. eee 1875 Abilene, Kans eeeee No char 
“ Jj. W. 1875 Leavenworth, Kans, .... Charles Barnet. 
asi “ J. A. Lowe, 1876 MoO... No delegaté. 
Pugh..... ee ee eee 187 Wellington, Kans. Ww. Gelbach. 
agi “ W. F. Rentz Atchison, . H. Berlin. 
30} “ H.M.¢ 188: Salina, Kans...... B. Stimmel. 
3° “ Altman 1882 Atchison, Kans. charge. 
“ H.L. 1885 Atchison, Kans. ........ No charge. 
33, “ Geo. @, 1886 Merriam, No charge. 
ime 1838 Norcatur, Kans........- No delegate. 
d- B. Umberger .........+. 1885 Ottawa, Kans..... No delegate. 
| Chatham, a, | 1889 Leavenworth, Kans. ....|No charge 
.F. Seibert eeeeeee Sedalia, Mo lr. A. lresel. 
B. Heis 1892) Waterville, eevee 4, scorge Kistler. 
R.B. Wol 1893 Eureka, F. Rizer. 
Hi. Zimmerman, 1894 Hays City, No delegate. 
43, E. F. Thefz, o.........++ 1894 St. Joseph, Mo.......... No delegate. 
44) Wagner. 1894 Topeka, W. Hora. 
“ W. Burzard, Morrill, Kans. delegate. 
5 G. Tonsing, ¢.... )1894 Beloit, Kans..... J. S. Grau. 
“ 5. Martin Lesher, o........ Effingham, Kans........ tenjamin W allack. 
J Williams, }..........! 1895 Peabody, Dr. H. Van Nest. 
| Memorial. 
Flisworth. 
* | Portland. 
| Wichita 
Vinland. 
| Excelsior. 


ee a. Absent without excuse. o. Ordained i. Licensed 
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Advisory Members. 

Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary Board of Home 
Home Missions, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Rev. A. Copenhaver, of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, 

Rev. C, A. Swensson, Ph.D., Rev. Prof. J. Ekholm, Rev. Prof. 
Frank Nelson, of Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas. 

Rev. J. E. Thoren, pastor of the Swedish Lutheran Church, 
Salina, Kansas. 

Corresponding Members. 
Rev. T. S. Blaney, D. D., pastor of Presbyterian Church, Abi- 


lene, Kansas. 


Rev. J. E. Flodd, pastor of the Church of the Disciples, Abi- 


lene, Kansas. 
Rev. E. Tarbill, pastor of the Methodist E. Church, Abilene, 


Kansas. 
Rev. J. H. Lockwood, District Secretary American Bible Soci- 


ety, Salina, Kansaa. 
Rev. Abner Dechant, pastor of the Reformed Church, Abilene, 


Kansas. 
President's Report. 

The President read his Annual Report as follows : 

Brethren of Kansas Synod; It is with unfeigned gratitude to Almighty 
God we note that the lives and health of the brethren have been precious in 
His sight, and that we are permitted to convene once more in our annual 
meeting to review our labors and tell of God's mercies. That the Convention 
may be full of helpfulness to every heart and every congregation here repre- 
sented, is our earnest prayer. 

The following is a synopsis of my official acts during the year: 

I. DISMISSALS. 


Rev. J. G. Trefz, December 19, 1894, to the German Wartburg Synod of 

Rev. S. S. Kauffman, July 16, 1895, to the East Ohio Synod. 

Rev. L. C. Routzahn, July 20, 1895, to the California Synod. 

Rev. W. L. Seabrook, July 22, 1895, to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 

Il, ACCESSIONS, 

Rev. H. C. Haithcox, D. D., November 22, 1894, from Northern Ilinois 
Synod; took charge of Trinity Lutheran Church, Abilene. 

Rev. A, Sell, January 11, 1895, from East Ohio Synod; took charge at Chap- 
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8 TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Rev. S. M. Lesher, July 5, 1895, from West Pennsylvania Synod, took charge 
of the Effingham and Valley Falls charge. 

Rev. H. L. Yarger, September 18, 1895, from Pittsburg Synod; called by the 
Board of Church Extension to succeed Bro. Lentz as traveling Secretary. 

Rev. J. F. Seibert, September 22, 1895, from Southern Illinois Synod; took 
charge of Trinity English Lutheran Church, of Sedalia, Mo. 

Rev. A. E. Wagner, supplied the First Lutheran Church of Topeka, from 
January 1, 1895, to May 1, © thelr 
ular pastor. | | 

The following young brethren graduated at our Western ‘Theological Semi- 
nary last spring, and took pastorates on our territory as follows: 

Rev. J. W. Buzzard supplied the congregation at Morrill, Kansas, from 
November, 1894, to June 1, 1895, when he became their regular pastor. 

Rev. C. J. Ringer took charge of the Hardy pastorate June 1, 1895. 

Rev. Paul G. Tonsing accepted a call to the Beloit charge, beginning his 
labors there June 1, 1895. | 

Rev. H. Zimmerman served the Barnes and Greenleaf charge during his 
Senior Seminary year, and then received and accepted a call to the Hays City 
pastorate, also beginning his labors there June 1, 1895. 

Rev. R. H. Williams, August 8, 1895, took charge at St. Paul's, Peabody. 


Ill. MINISTERIAL CHANGES WITHIN THE SYNOD. 


Rev. F. D, Altman resigned his pastorate of the Children’s Memoria! Church, 
Kansas City, Mo., and took charge of the Western Theological Seminary in 
Atchison, Kansas, August 1, 1895. 

Rev. J. B. Umberger resigned the Effingham and Valley Falls pastorate and 
took charge at Ottawa and Garnett, August 15, 1895. 

Rev. J. Nelson Lentz resigned the Ottawa and Garnett pastorate June !, 
1895, and took charge of Barnes and Greenleaf in October. 


IV. APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY. 


Owing to the fact that our Secretary, Rev. R. B. Whitehill, removed from the 
territory of the Kansas Synod, I therefore, according to Section 17, Chapter 
IX. of Formula of Government, August 16, 1895, appointed Rev. H. M. Ober- 
holtzer, of Salina, Kansas, Secretary pro fem. 


Vv. INSTALLATIONS, 


Rev. A. E. Wagner was installed as pastor of the first Lutheran church, of 
Topeka, Kan., May 19, 1895, the President of Synod officiating. 

Rev. J. W. Kimmel was installed in the Leavenworth pastorate, April 7, 
1895, Revs. W. Gillespie, of Leavenworth, and Rev. John A. Bright, of 
Topeka, officiating. 

Rev. J. F. Seibert was installed pastor of the Trinity Lutheran church, «f 
Sedalia, Mo., July 15, 1895, Revs. H. L. Yarger and F. D. Altman officiating. 


The first English 
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Vi. CORNER-STONE, 
congregation of St. Joseph, Mo., laid the corner- 


stone of their new ch 


rch, September 25, 1895, with appropriate services, 


the President of Synod officiating, assisted by the pastor, Kev. Ed. Trefz, 
and a number of the local clergy. 


DEDICATION, 


The First English Lotheran church of Leavenworth, Kans, was dedicated 


April 7, 1895, Rev. J 


Leavenworth, officiating. 


hn A. Bright, of Topeka, and Rev. W. Gillespie, of 


OF SYNODICAL RELATIONS OF PASTORATES, 
Hardy pastorate will ask for a lefter of dismissal to 


Morrill congregation will ask for admission into 
Lutheran church, of Sedalia, Mo., and the Bethel 
urch of Jerico, Mo., will also ask to be received into 


The requests of thes respective congregations will be placed in the hands 
of the proper committe¢ to be brought before this Body for formal action. 


At the invitation of 


IX. VISITATION OF CHARGES. 
the Topeka congregation the President visited that 


church December 14, 1$94, and found it very much divided and discouraged. 
Met with their council; and after earnest prayer and deliberation they con- 
cluded to do what they could to call another pastor. Preached for them on 
Sabbath following and helped them secure a subscription of $700.00 towards 


calling a new pastor. I 
the Board of Home ! 
has been in charge si 
First Lutheran church 
that “God is in the 
shall help her, and that 
March 26, 1895, Dr. 
lish Lutheran church 
which it was manifest 
that reconciliation was § 
enworth is somewhat a1 
the Lord may overrule { 
of the Church, is our si 
August 18, 1895, vi 
quest, to help them 


ater they finished the canvass, and by the timely aid of 
ions were enabled to call Rev. A. E. Wagner, who 
e May Ist, and so far as we know everything in the 
of Topeka is moving on gloriously. Another proof 
dst of the Church and she shall not be moved. God 
right early.”’ 
itz and myself were asked to visit the First Eng- 
f Leavenworth. Held a congregational meeting, in 
at such sharp contention existed in the congregation 
eemingly impossible. The present condition of Leav- 
pomalous, and no man can foretell the outcome. ‘| hat 
his phenomenal course for His own glory and the good 
neere prayer. 
bited the Barnes and Greenleaf charge, at their re- 
lange for calling a pastor. A partial failure of crops 


this season has somew 
learned that Rev. J. N 


Our beloved M 


t discouraged some, but since coming to Synod I have 
n Lentz has accepted a call to this pastorate. 


X, MIDLAND COLLEGE. 
closed another prosperous year last June and began 
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the Nebraska Synod. T * 
this body. The Trinity te 
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the Synod. 
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10 TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


another this fall more auspicious thanever. Midland is extending its influence 
and intensifying its interest in the hearts of our people. God surely has great 
things in store for our Zion through this institution. 


XI. WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


This may be regarded as the handmaid of Midland college. Without this 
seminary our college could not achieve our high hopes for our western work. 
The seminary was begun two years ago with fear and trembling by a corps of 
teachers already overworked, and at their own charge. But the first graduat- 
ing class of the seminary, of five young men, who at once began supplying our 
vacancies in Kansas and Nebraska Synods, gave the Board of Education and 
the church at large the solution of our western work, viz., Preparing men 
from the field, on the field, and for the field. 

So the General Synod at Hagerstown made provision §.« this work for the 
coming two years, and the Board of Education made the work permanent by 
calling Rev. F. D, Altman, of Kansas City, Mo., to the Presidency of “The 
Western Theological Seminary ;” under whose prudent management we pre- 
dict great things for our Western Zion. 


Xl, MISCELLANEOUS. 

The rally of the German, Scandinavian and English Lutherans of Marshall and 
Washington counties of Kansas, on the banks of the Blue river at Waterville, 
was an epoch in Lutheranism in the northeast portion of our State. Fully six 
hundred Lutherans were reported present. Surely such a coming together of 
different nationalities of the same faith must have been enjoyable, and, judging 
from the list of speakers, must have been profitable as well. Too much credit 
cannot be given Rev. 1. B. Heisey, of Waterviile, who was the mainspring of : 
the movement. It looks now as though we would have a Blue River Assembly 
on the west side of the Missouri river, to balance the Rock River Assembly on 
the east side, 

The congregation at Lawrence spent about four hundred dollars in improv- 
ing and beautifying their church. 

The church building at Hutchinson was moved to a more central location, 
at an outlay of nearly $2,600.00. 

Ottawa bought a parsonage for $1,600.co. 

Chapman repaired their church at an expense of $270.00. 

The church at Topeka has expended about $100.00 in beautifying their 
building. 

The Salina church has also spent about six hundred dollars in repairs, and 
was re-opened with appropriate services by the pastor, Rev. H. M. Oberholtzer. 

This certainly speaks well for these congregations, for “ Why should we 
dwell in houses of cedar while the ark of the Lord remaineth under curtains.” 
1 Chron. xvii. 1. 

XII, STATE OF RELIGION, 


We are glad to notice that there are fewer vacancies in our Synod than 
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there have been for yenrs. From the active pastors we have received twent} .—. 
reports on the State of Religion, concerning as many congregations. From 
these we draw the following inferences: 

1. That there is a most commendable faithfulness in our churches in refer- 
ence to the regular services. It is indicative of a good spiritual condition 
when the regular Sabbath services are properly honored. A faithful attend- 
ance on the “ordinary services” does away, in a greet measure, with the 
necessity for the “ extraordinary ” or “ special services.” 

2. A proper use af the “means of grace” seems to be growing in our 
churches. When the word and sacraments are properly used, God will com- 
municate grace and blessing. We cannot too highly exalt the wriffem and 
visible word. To neglect them is death; to rightly use them is life and salva- 
tion. 

3. Systematic benevolence is fast becoming a fixed factor in all church work. 
In nearly every congregation there is a system of some sort for gathering 
benevolence. It is not done in a haphazard way, or left till the last Sunday 
before Synod, but statedly throughout the year. The “worship of alms” is 
observed so faithfully among us that our people have come to understand 
that giving is just as much a part of public worship as singing or praying. 

4- Another excellent feature in our congregations is seen in our loyalty to 
the Boards of the Church in our almost universally observing their “ Special 
Days” in our Sunday-schools. Also in using the “ Lesson Helps” of our 
Publication House in our schools. In fact, when we have as good as the best, 
why should we go elsewhere for spiritual manna for ourselves or our children? 

5. One thing, however, in looking over these reports, pained my heart, and 
that is, in all our churches, during the entire year, only two churches reported 1 
special religious awakenings. Is it because our churches are so active afd 
spiritual that we do not need*them? Or is it because we are so apathetic 
that we do not feel the need of such awakenings? 

Oh! That there were more travailing for souls amongst us. That we would 
cry out as David did, “ Wilt thou not revive us again; that thy people may 
rejoice in Thee,” Psl. lxxxvi. 6, or like Habakkuk, “O Lord, revive thy work | 
in the midst of the years; in the midst of the years make known; in wrath, 
remember mercy.” Hab. iii, 2. 

XIV. RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1. That all congregations in our Synod be requested to elect their pastors 
for an indefinite time, instead of annually. 

2. That we request all pastors taking charges on our territory to conform to 
our Formula of Government, concerning installation service. See Ch. xx. 

3 That pastors be more particular in reporting items to the President, that 
ought to be noted in his report to Synod, such as resignations, repairs, ete. 

Finally, brethren, another year’s work is done, and to most of us it seems but 
poorly done. As we stand on the threshold of another year, we can only look 
up and say, with good Thomas 4 Kempis: “ Lord forgive the past, = 


the present, and direct the future to Thine own glory.” | 
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Thanking you for your kindly co-operation and forbearance, we now lay 
down the trust committed to us one year ago, praying that the Great Head of 
the Church may guide us in all the deliberations of this Convention, for His 


Respectfully submitted, W. F. RENTZ. 
Blection of Officers. 
The President appointed as tellers Revs. H. Zimmerman and 
R. H. Williams. 
The election resulted as follows : 
President—Rev. W. F. Rentz, Atchison, Kansas. 
Secretary—Rev. H. M. Oberholtzer, Salina, Kansas. 
Treasurer—Mr. A. L. Selig, Lawrence, Kansas. 


Election of Trustees. 
The President appointed as a Committee on Nominations 


Rev. J. G. Griffith and Mr. A. Nicholas. 
Messrs. A. L. Selig and J. H. Berlin were elected. 


Time of Opening and Closing Synod. ) 
The hours of meeting and adjournment of this convention were 
fixed as follows : 
Opening—9g a. ™., 2 p. M., 7: 30 p. m. 
Closing—11 : 30 a. m., 4:30 p. m. 
Adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. F. Sponseller. 


SECOND SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, 2 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer by Rev. Charles Martin, M. D. 
Minutes were read and approved. 


Appointment of Committees. 
The following committees were appointed by the President : 
No. 1. President's Report—Revs. ]. F. Sponseller, A. E. Wag- 
ner and Mr. Alf. Nicholas. 
No. 2. Treasurer's Report—Messrs. J. H. Berlin, C. W. Horn 


own name’s sake. Amen. 
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No. 3. Parochial Reports—Revs. 1. B. Heisey, J. F. Seibert 
and Mr. Chas. Barnett. 

No. 4. Minutes of Last Meeting of Synod—Revs. }. B. Um- 
berger, A. Sell and Mr. B..F. Wallack. 

No. 5. Admission and Dismission of Churches—Revs. }. M. 
Cromer, S. M. Lesher and Mr. C. A. Kohr. 

No. 6. Leave of Absence and spenecoall team ibe R. B. Wolf, L. 
Scholl and Mr. P. G. Brandt. 

No. 7. Apportionment—Revs. F. D. Altman, H. Zimmerman 
and Mr. A. L. Selig. 


No. 8. Devotional Services—Revs. W. F. Rentz, H. M. Ober-" 


holtzer and H. C. Haithcox, D. D. 

No. 9. Synedical Calendar—Revs. A. E. Wagner, B. F. Pugh 
and Dr. L. G. Van Scoyoce. 

No. 10. Minutes of Conference—Revs. }. G. Griffith, J. M. 
Long and Mr. Chr. Johntz. 

No. 11. Resolutions—Drs. G. A. Bowers, Chas. Martin and Mr. 
G. W. Gelbach. 

No. 12. Literature—Revs. P. G. Tonsing, J]. W. Kimmel and 
Dr. H. B. Van Nest. 
_ No. 13. Correspondence—Revs. H. A. Koogle, Jonas Freet and 
Mr. H. F. Rizer. 

No. 14. Catalogue of Midland College—Revs. }. Nelson Lentz, 
J. W. Buzzard and Mr. A. J. Wilson. 

No. 15. Vacant Congregations—Revs. H. Acker, B. F. Hills 
and Mr. Wm. Elliott. 


Reporters for the Press. 


Associated Press—Rev. A. E. Wagner. 

The Lutheran Observer—Rev. H. A. Koogle. 
The Lutheran Evangelist—Rev. H. Zimmerman. 
The Lutheran World—Rev. R. B. Wolf. 


Election of Advisory Board of Home Missions. 


The following were elected : 
Rev. H. C. Haithcox, D. D., three years. Rev. H. Acker, 
one year. 
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Treasurer's Report. 


The Treasurer made hi’ report. (See Appendix A.) 
The report was referred to an auditing committee. 


Eeport of Delegates to the General Synod. 
‘The following is the report : 


Your Delegates to the last meeting of the General Synod, convened at 
Hagerstown, Md., in June of this year, are pleased to report a full representa- 
tion, both clerical and lay, from this Synod in attendance upon that General 
Body. 

With the proceedings of that Convention many of you are familiar, but it 
may be advisable to note and emphasize a few special facts of interest. 

Notwithstanding the depressed condition of the country, financially, during 
the biennium, there was a general advance in benevolence, and our Church 
Boards were able to report increased contributions for their work. 

_ The Silver Jubilee of the three oldest of our Boards was observed in York, 
Pa., in May, 1894, and a thank-offering of $3,000.00 was made by special 
gifts. 

An addition of $5,000.00 was made to the annual apportionment for the 
Board of Home Missions. 

‘The outlook for our educational institutions has greatly improved, while 
the number of theological students in our colleges and seminaries is greater 
than ever before. | 

The General Synod authorized the Board of Education to continue the 
Western Theological Seminary, and instructed this Board to elect a Professor 
of Systematic Theology at once, and his support for the next two years was 
provided for by subscriptions taken on the floor of the General Body. 

An sqrapeed step was taken in the Deaconess work. Through the gen- 
erous offer of friends in Baltimore, Md., a large, finely located and modern 
house, suitable and ample in its provisions for the proposed work of a 
Deaconess Mother-house, was placed at the disposal of the Board for three 
years, from September 1, 1895. It was accepted. The expense of conduct- 
ing the institution is estimated at $6,000.00 annually, and that amount was 
apportioned among the Synods. 

The National Home for the Aged, at Washington, D. C., was placed upon 
the apportionment table for the first time. Five cents per member is asked 
for this worthy object. , 

The number of vacant charges and available unemployed ministers has 
diminished. Only four per cent. of our ministers are unemployed, and about 
six per cent. of our churches pastorless. 

An overture from the Synod of Northern Illinois was yeported upon favor- 
ably, and the General Synod recommends the several district synods to adopt 
a like rule, viz.: That when members of their body ask for a letter of dismis- 


| | 
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sion to some other denomination, if such applicant has received beneficiary 
aid and has been less than ten years in the work of the ministry, he be re- 
fused a letter of dismissal until he fulfils the obligations to the Synod which 
furnished him the aid. 

The General Synod apportioned to this Synod the following amounts to be 
raised annually for the two years beginning May 1, 1896: 


General Synod......+. «+++. 43 
Blome for the Aged. 142 OO 
$2727 00 
It was decided that the close of the fiscal year be changed from March 31, 
to April 30. 


The Catechism question was settled without a dissenting vote. 

The Hymn Book Committee reported progress in the preparation of a new 
Book of Worship. 

All who heard Prabala Ramachandrayya Garu, B. A., a Brahmin convert to 
Christianity, were deeply impressed by his presence and words. 

The excursion to Gettysburg, the inspection of college and seminary work, 
the trip over the famous battle-field, the stop at Pen-Mar, were diversions 
greatly appreciated and enjoyed by all. 

Your delegation were delighted with the spirit of harmony and love which 
prevailed in all the sessions, making the Thirty-seventh Convention of the 
General Synod a memorable one in many respects. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES MARTIN, 
FRANK D. ALTMAN, 
WM. F. RENTZ, 
G. GRIFFITH, 
A. J. HESSON, 
H. BERLIN, 
J. E. BREWER, 
J. M. SEARLES, 
J. E. TRESSLER, 
M. H. WAGONER., 


Adopted. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That when members of this Synod ask for a letter of dismission 
to some other denomination, if such applicafit has received beneficiary aid and 
has been less than ten years in the work of the ministry, he be refused a letter 
of dismissal until he fulfils the obligations to the Synod which furnished him 
the aid. 


if 
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| Report of Committee on Minutes of Synod. 

. Your Committee on Minutes of Last Meeting of Synod have examined the 
{ same and find, on page 24, a recommendation that each Conference hold one 
j session during the year. Has this been done? 


On page 34, the parochial report shows St. James’, of Banner City pastorate, 
to be indebted $350.72. The pastor's report showed no indebtedness. By 


1 


whose authority was it placed there ? 
Respectfully submitted, H. A. KOOGLE, 
~~ B. F. HILLS, 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Admission and Dismission of Churches. 


Your Committee on Admission of Congregations begs leave to report: 

t. Is a letter of dimissal of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran church of Brown 
county, Kan., from the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska to the Evan- 
gelical Luthearn Synod of Kansas, signed by the Rev. W. C. McCool, Presi- 
dent of the Synod of Nebraska. We recommend the admission of this con- 
gregation. 

2. Is a certificate from the Lutheran Union church at Hardy, Neb., to the 
effect that at a regular meeting of the congregation held August 19, 1895, it 
was voted to withdraw from the Kansas Synod to unite with the Nebraska 
Synod, within whose bounds said congregation is located. We recommend 
that this request be granted, and a letter of dismission issued. 

3. Is an application from the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran church of 
Sedalia, Mo., for membership in this body. This congregation having adopted 
the Constitution authorized by the General Synod, and being in every respect 
regular, we recommend its admission and enrollment, and that the name of 
the delegate be entered on roll of Synod. 

4. Is a letter from the Bethel Evangelical Lutheran church of Jerico, Mo., 
asking for admission into this body. This congregation having adopted the 
Constitution of the General Synod at its organization April 14, 1894, we re- 
commend that it be received and enrolled in the list of congregations. 

Respectfully submitted, J. M. CROMER, 


S. M. LESHER. 
Adopted. 
Adjourned with prayer by Rev. Henry Zimmerman. 


a 


EVENING SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, 7 : 30 O'CLOCK. 
Addresses on “The Golden Age of the Future,” and “ Home 
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Missions in Kansas in Early Days,” were given fine G. 
Griffith and A. J. Hesson. 


THIRD SESSION. 
THURSDAY, 9 A. M. 

Synod opened with devotional services, led by Rev. R. H. Wil- 
liams, and prayer, at request of President, by brother Benjamin 
Wallack. 

Minutes read and approved. 

Interesting and profitable reports, bearing upon the outlook in 
the various charges of the Synod, were offered by their Synodical 
representatives. 

Adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. E. Flodd. 


‘ 
-- -- 


FOURTH SESSION. 


THURSDAY, 2 P. M. 
Synod was opened with prayer by Rev. H. Zimmerman. 
Minutes were read and approved. 
On motion, the Committee on Apportionment was instructed 
to apportion 10 cents per member for the Synodical Treasury. 


Report of Committee on Beneficiary Education. 
Your Committee on Beneficiary Education make the following recommen- 


dations for aid: 

Ezra E. Stauffer (Sen.) ...-.- Ses eds 150 00 
WM. L. Scheffer 150 


Your Committee would further recommend that the sum of twenty cents per 
member be apportioned for the cayse of Beneficiary Education, 
A. E. WAGNER, 
J. M. CROMER. 


Adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Parochial Reports. 
See Appendix C. 


Adopted. 
Supplemental Report of Treasurer. 

See Appendix B. 

The report was referred to Auditing Committee. 


Report of Trustees of the Tressler Orphans’ Home. 

One of your trustees attended the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees, 
held in the Home at Loysville, Pa., May 22 and 23,1895. There were eight 
Synods represented by twenty-three trustees. The former officers were re- 
elected. 

Important and much needed improvements were made during the past year. 
Notably among these was the introduction of steam heat and gas light. 

The Board made careful investigation of the work done, and found it well 


done and very satisfactory. The Board also visited all parts of the Institution 


and were highly gratified with its general condition. But further repairs and 
improvements were found necessary, and instructions given the Executive Com- 
mittee to consummate them, if the funds for such use permitted. _ 

The school department was found in most excellent condition. The en- 
roliment then was 131 pupils—s8 girls and 73 boys. ‘There is a main school, 
divided into six grades, and-a primary department, divided into three grades. 
Efficient work in these several departments was quite apparent. Nor is the 
spiritual training of the children neglected. 

The aim of the school, in connection with the Home, is by example and 
precept to give the children that training, industrially, morally and religiously, 
that will fit them for good citizenship im their future life. Their habits and 
manners too are as carefully guarded as can be in such a large family. The 
Superintendent, teachers and assistants are laboring faithfully and well in theit 
respective spheres. 

The Treasurer's report showed a hopeful condition of our finances, 
$10,461.80 being the amount of the total receipts during the past year. While 
this sum is less than the previous year’s receipts, yet it is certainly a creditable 
showing for such a year of general financial stringency. Our own Synod 
more than met its apportionment for this object; in fact, among the twenty- 
four Synods contributing to the support of the Home, it was twelfth in the 
total amount of its contributions. 

Bespeaking for this, one of our most worthy and deserving beneficent insti- 
tutions, the continued prayers and contributions of our Synod, we submit this 
brief repon. 

Very fraternally, your Trustees, B. F. HILLS, 


J. E. TRESSLER. 
Adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Minutes of the North Western 
Conference. | 
Your Committee on the Minutes of the North Western Conference report | 
that the Conference has held two interesting meetings during the year. 

J. G. GRIFFITH, 

J. M. LONG, 

C, JOHNTZ. 
Adopted. 
Adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. H. Stough, Ph. D. 


EVENING SESSION. 


THURSDAY, 7 : 30 O'CLOCK, | 
Interesting addresses on “Christian Education” and “The | 
Natural and the Divine Method of Education” were given by | 
Rev. F. D. Altman, President of the Western Theological Semj- | 
nary, and Rev. H. C. Haithcox, D. D., Secretary of the Boar | 
of Education. 


FIFTH SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 9 A. M. 
Synod opened with devotional services led by Bro. M. eH 
and prayer, at request of President, by Rev. H. Acker. | 


Report of Committee on Correspondence. z 
Your Committee ay Correspondence have had placed in their hands a letter | 
from Mrs. Ella C. Beegle, President Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary | 
Society of the Kansas Synod, giving an account of their work during the year. 
We recommend that the letter be read and the President make suitable 
reply. 
Respectfully submitted, H. A. KOOGLE, 
]. FREET. 
Adopted. 
On motion, ten minutes were given Rev. Dr. J. H. Lockwodd,| 
to present the important work of the American Bible Society. 


Adopted. | 
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Report of Committee on Catalogue of Midland College. 


Your Committee on Catalogue of Midland College would report that the 
catalogue of Midland College for 1894-1895 is neat, well prepared, and a 
credit to the institution. 

The catalogue shows that the college roll for the past year was 109, of 
whom 6 were in the theological department and 52 in the collegiate depart- 


ment, 


The graduating class consisted of six young men and two young women, 
who are a credit to the institution. 

We note with regret that not one of these young men has entered upon 
theological studies either at Midland or elsewhere. 

We congratulate the institution and the Church that 13 young men in the 
college classes are preparing to preach the blessed gospel. The catalogue 
shows the institution to be in a prosperous condition. 

There was placed in the hands ot your Committee a copy of the Atchison 
“ Daily Globe,” from which we learned that many improvements have been 
made in the buildings and grounds during the summer vacation. Atchison 
Hall has been improved and beautified. Oak Hall has been renovated, and 
changes made in the halls which will add to the comfort and convenience of 
the young ladies. ne 

All the books belonging to the college and to the two literary societies have 
been moved into one room. This will add very much to the efficiency of the 
library. 

The extension of the car line to the college campus has brought about a 
very desirable result. 

All the halls and public rooms will be furnished with electric lights. 

A letter from Dr. Clutz says: “The condition and outlook of the College 
is, in the main, very satisfactory and encouraging. Our opening attendance 
this year is the best we have ever had, both in numbers and in quality.” 

The catalogue states that Midland’s needs are Endowment, Recitation 
Hall, Science Hall, Library Building and Fund. In the words of the Presi- 
dent, “Our most pressing need is increased endowment.” 

The catalogue and other sources of information show that the grade is 
higher and the attendance better than ever. One encouragement is found in 
the fact that a large number of students come from Lutheran homes and Lu- 
theran churches. 

Your Committee feels much encouraged with the outlook of Midland Col- 
lege, and would recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

WHEREAS, Midland College has been founded upon our territory, and since 
the “ pressing need ” is increased endowment, and inasmuch as this Synod, in 
a former convention, pledged itself to give $20,000.00 for the endowment of a 
chair to be known as the Kansas Synod Professorship; therefore, 

1. Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prosecute the work 
of securing money and subscriptions toward the said endowment. 
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2. Resolved, That upon the last Sunday in January, the Day of Prayer for | 
Colleges, every church make an offering for the library fund of Midland | 
College. | 

3- Resolved, That we express our confidence in the ability, the faithfulness | 
and piety of the instructors of Midland College, and congratulate those in 
authority on the increase of students and the increase of interest on the part 


of the constituency of the institution. 
4. Resolved, That as individual members of this Synod, we exert ourselves | 


to send students, increase the endowment and extend our sympathy, our | 
port and our prayers for the prosperity of Midland College. 
Respectfully submitted, J. NELSON L ENTZ, | 
J. W. BUZZARD, 
J. A. WILSON. | 
Adopted. 

The President appointed Revs. J. G. Griffith, H.C. Haithcox, D, D., and R. H. 
Williams as a Committee to secure further subscriptions on the Kansas Synod 

endowment of a Professorship at Midland college. 


Report of Committee on Apportionment. 


Your Committee on Apportionment have apportioned the following amounts 
per member for the various objects of Synod : 


General Synod Treasury..........- $0 03 | 
odical Treasury ..... TTT 10 | 
Foreign Missions... 20 | 
Church Extension ......... ces cece cues 20 | 
Board of Education ..... 10 | 
Beneficiary Education... . 20 | 
Pastors’ Fund 10 | 
315 
Respectfully submitted, F. D. ALTMAN, | 

A. L. SELIG, 
H. ZIMMERMAN, 
See Appendix D. 
Adopted. | 

Report of Auditing Committee. 


Your Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's Reports, fraternally report. 
that they have carefully examined the said reports and vouchers therewith and 
find the same correct. Also have checked the benevolent columns of the 
Treasurer's Report with the same columns of the Parochial Reports and find 
them to fairly agree, except in some charges small variations. We would 
recommend greater care in getting up the Parochial Reports, and especially 


a? 


‘3 
hi 
> 


- 
- 


de 


~ 
= 


- 


22 TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


recommend their being forwarded to the Committee earlier, as provided for in 
the Constitution. | 

We recommend the following resolution : 

Resolved, That we tender our hearty thanks to the Treasurer of the Synod 
for his efficient services and accuracy of accounts and faithfulness in his duties 


as Treasurer. 
J. H. BERLIN, 
Cc. W. HORN, 
A. J. HESSON. 
Adopted. 
Time and Place of Next Meeting. 


On motion, the Secretary was instructed to cast the vote for 
Lawrence as the place and the third Tuesday of October, 1896, 
as the time. 

On motion, an invitation was extended to the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the Kansas Synod to meet with 
this Synod at its next session. 

Adjourned with prayer by Rev. M. L. Scheffer. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


: FRIDAY 2 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer by Rev. J. W. Kimmel. 
Minutes were read and approved. 


Report of Committee on Vacant Congregations. 


The Committee on Vacant Congregations beg leave to report that the fol- 
lowing vacancies have been reported, viz.: Vinland, Manchester, Bunker 
Hill, Excelsior and Ellsworth. As there is great difficulty in providing for 
these churches on account of their peculiar conditions and situations, and 
the prospects of rearranging and creating new pastorates, therefore, 

Resolved, That these vacant congregations be referred to the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Home Missions. 


Respectfully submitted, H. ACKER, 
B. F. HILLS, 


WM. ELLIOT. 


Adopted. 


’ 
> 


O¥ THE KANSAS SYNOD. 23 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Your Committee on Resolutions find that a reference to Special Committees 
of all the important subjects which usuaily claim the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, leaves it incumbent upon us to offer only the following : 

1. Resolved, That this Synod hereby expresses its highest appreciation and 
its truest gratitude to the pastor, the members of this church, and the citizens, 
for their delightful hospitality in the entertainment of the Synod; also to the 
" Organist, chorister, choir and soloists for their delightful music; and to the 
press of the city for its courtesies. 

2. Resolved, That the President of the Synod be authorized to express the 
sense of this resolution to the congregation at one of the services on the Sab- 


bath. 


Respectfully submitted, G. A. BOWERS, 
CHAS. MARTIN, 
Adopted. 


Rev. H. L. Yarger, Field Secretary of the Church Extension 
Board, addressed the Synod in the interest of that work. 


Report of Advisory Home Mission Committee. 

Your Committee has been working at “long range,” being so widely sep- 
arated from one another. However, we have tried to do our duty, and feel 
that our labor has not wholly been in vain. 

The major part of the work of this committee has already appeared in the 
President’s Report; nevertheless we will summarize here by saying that your 
committee, or part of it, has visited Topeka, Leavenworth, Barnes and Green- 
leaf and St. Joseph, Mo., doing what we could for these respective fields, all of 
which are now occupied. 

Our work, however, has chiefly been by correspondence, by which means | 
we have been enabled to locate pastors at Morrill, Hays City, Beloit, Effing- | 
ham and Valley Falls amd at Ottawa and Garnett and also, at Greenleaf and | 
Barnes, all of which missions are now manned by worthy missionaries ond 
are doing glorious work for the Master. 

A few vacancies still exist in our Synod, viz.: Bunker Hill, Excelsior, Elis. | | 
worth, Manchester and Wichita. We make the following recommendations : | 

1. That we are grateful to the Board of Home Missions for past assistance, 
and reqnest that all our present missions be continued on their funds. 

2. That we urge all our missions to strive to become self-sustaining as soon 
as possible. 

3. That we recommend to the favorable consideration of the Board of 
Home Missions, some of our larger unoccupied cities in the States of Mis-| 
souri and Oklahoma, as bopeful fields where missions of our Church ought to 
be planted at the very earliest opportunity. 

Respectfully submitted, W. F..RENTZ, 
H. M. OBERHOLTZER. 


Adopted, | 


| 
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The President appointed as a Standing Committee on Tem- 


perance Revs. B. F. Hills, A. E. Wagner and H. Zimmerman. 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. H. L. Yarger, to meet 


as a Ministerium on Saturday, at 8 : 30 a. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 7 : 30 O'CLOCK. 
The evening session was occupied with addresses upon Church 
Extension by Rev. H. L. Yarger, Field Secretary of the Church 
Extension Board, and Home Missions by Rev. S. B, Barnitz, 
D. D., Western Secretary of the Home Mission Board. | 


SEVENTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, 9 : 30 A. M. 

Synod opened with prayer by Rev. A. J. Hesson. 

Minutes were read and approved. 

Deaconess Board. 

Recognizing the very important relation which woman sustains to the king- 
dom of our Lord, and the noble service she has rendered whenever an oppor- 
tunity has been afforded her, and appreciating her desire to be more helpful in 
the cause of our Master; therefore, 

Resolved, That we heartily approve of the movement of our General Synod 
to establish a Deaconess Mother-House in Baltimore, Md., where women may 
be trained for larger usefulness and greater efficiency in the work of the 
Church, and we pledge the Deaconess Board having in charge this agency, our 
prayers and substantial support. 


Adopted. 


F. D. ALTMAN. 


Report of Memorial Committee. 
Your Memorial Committee desire to submit the following : 
Workmen arise, answer (od’s call, go to their work, their reward, and 
God’s work moves on. 
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In the death of Mrs. D. A. Day, wife of our beloved missionary to Western 
Africa, we have lost a faithful servant of the Master. We hereby place upon 
record our tribute of esteem for her life of devotion to the Foreign Mission 
work, and pray the God of hope and consolation to keep our bereaved brother 


in His fellowship and love. 
In the death of the venerable J. G. Moria, D. D., LL. D., we have lost a 


father in Israel, a man beloved, whose counsel we shall miss. We hereby place 
on record our tribute of love for this noble servant of God. 

We recommend that this Synod devote one-half hour in a service memorial- 
izing these servants of God and of our beloved church, and that Rev. G. A. 
Bowers, D. D., be kindly requested to lead T service. 

Respectfully submitted, H. ACKER, 
H.C. HAITHCOX, 


| B. F. HILLS. 
Adopted. | 
On motion, the Secretary was instracted by Synod to publish 
1,000 copies of the Minutes, also to publish in this year’s edition 
abstracts of the minutes of the Woman's Home and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society and the Young People’s Luther League. 


The following resolution was presented : 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of one minister and two laymen, be | 
appointed to visit our mission at Leavenworth, Kans, and ascertain what can | 
be done to promote the best interests of that mission. 


The committee is as follows : Rey. J. G. Griffith, Mr. A. L. 
Selig and Mr. J. H. Berlin. 


Report of Committee on a and Excuses. 


Your Committee report that letters giving reasons for non-attendance have | 
been received from Revs. J. A. Lowe, S. Henry, W. M. Sparr, P. 5S. Nellis, | 
L. C. Groseclose, P. J. Spraker, S. C. Chatham and A. M. Geiger. We | 
sicommend that they be excused, and that the following be granted leave of | 
absence from part of the sessions of this convention: Rev. J. M. Cromer, Rev. | 
E. F. Trefz, Rev. A. J. Hesson, Mr. A. Nicholas, Mr. H. B. Van Nest, Hon. | | 
A. L. Selig, Mr. H. F. Rizer, Dr. Dresel any Mr. Wm, Elliot. 

Respectfully submitted, | R. B. WOLF, | 
| 


| D. SCHOLL, 
| P. G. BRANDT, 


Adjourned to meet as a Synod on Saturday at 4:30 p. m. | 


> 
Leavenworth Mission. 
a 
Adopted. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH CONVENTION 


EIG SESSION. 


SATURDAY, 4: 30 P. M. 
Services in memory of Mrs. D. A. Day, wife of our missionary 

to Africa, and Rev. J. G. Morris, D. D., LL.D., were conducted 

by Rev. Geo. A. Bowers, D. D, 


Adjourned with prayer by er J. A. Bright. 


NINTH SESSION, 


SATURDAY, 9 : 30 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer by Rev. S. Martin Lesher. 
Minutes were read and approved. 


Report of Committee on Synodical Calendar. 
SynopicaL CALENDAR—1895-96. 
Officers of Synod. 
President—Rev. W. F. Rentz, Atchison, Kanses. 
Seeretary—Rev. H. M. Oberholtzer, Salina, Kansas. 
Treasurer—Hon. A. L. Selig, Lawrence, Kansas. 
7 rustees. 
Rev. W. F. Rentz, term expires 1806. 
Rev. F. D. Altman, term expires 1896. 
Rev. J. M. Cromer, term expires 1896. 
Hon. A. L. Selig, term expires 1897. 
Hon. J. H. Berlin, term expires 1897. 
Statistician and Historian. 


Rev. J. B. McAfee. | 
Corporate Name. 
The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas. 
Twenty-Ninth Annual Session. 
Time—Third Tuesday in October, 1896. 
Place—English Lutheran Church, Lawrence, Kansas. 
, Standing Committees. 
Examining Committee—Rev. F. D. Altman, Rev. J. M. Cromer, Rev. fH. 
M. Oberholtzer, Rev. H. Acker, Rev. H. C. Haithcox, D. D. 
Committee on Quarterly Benevolent Envelopes—Rev. R. H. Williams, Rev. 
) H. Acker, J. E. Tressler, M. D. 
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Beneficiary Education—Rev. A. E. Wagner, Rev. J. G. Griffith, J. M. 


Searles, Esq. 
Trustees of Loysville Orphans’ Home—Rev. B. F. Hills, J. E. Tressler, 


M. D. 
Speakers for oid 

Tuesday Evening—Synodical Sermon—Rev. W. F. Rentz, President. 

Wednesday Evening—Home Missions—Rev. J. M. Cromer, Principal; 
Rev. R. B. Wolf, Alternate. Foreign Missigus—Rev. J. N. Lentz, Princi- 
pal; H. Zimmerman, Alternate. 

Thursday -vening—Anniversary of W. H. nnd F. M.S. 

Friday Evening— Education—Rev. D. D., Principal; Rev, 
J. A. Lowe, Alternate. | 

Saturday Evening— Church Extension—Rev. H.L. Varger, Principal : Rev. 
J. M. Long, Alternate. 

Ordination—Rev. George A. Bowers, D. o, Principal; Rev. J. H, Stough, 
Fh.D., Alternate. | 
| A. E, WAGNER, 
| B. F, PUGH. 
(See Synodical Calendar, page 3.) 

Adopted. 
Report of Committee on Literature. 


1. We recommend all the legitimate church papers for use in the homes of 


our churches. 
2. We heartily endorse the use of “ Lutherans in all Lands” and “ Histori- 


cal Lutheranism.” 
Respectfully submitted, PAUL G. TONSING, 
J. W. KIMMEL, 
H. B. VAN NEST. 


Adopted. 
Report of Committee on Temperance. 


Realizing the injurious effects upon our nation of strong drink, in demoral- | 


izing public interests, in retarding the progress of the church, blighting homes, 
searing the conscience, destroying the mind, and otherwise causing untold 
suffering mentally, bodily and spiritually, and sending annually eighty thous- 
and persons to drunkard’s graves and a drunkard’s hell; therefore, 

Resolved, That we reiterate our former declarations on the subject of Tem- 
perance and urge our church members to do all in their power to correct the 
evils of intemperance by example and precept, and also by faithfully teaching 
the temperance lessons in our Sunday-schools, and especially do what we can 
at the polls in voting for Christian temperance men. 
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_ We also recommend that our influence be exerted to the utmost against the 
re-submission of the temperance prohibitory law of this State. 


Respectfully submitted, B. F. HILLS, 
| A. E. WAGNER, 
H. ZIMMERMAN. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on President's Report. 


Your Committee have carefully perused the President's Report, and find in 
it many things to encourage and awaken gratitude. 
The President has been untiring, faithful and efficient in the dhichoag of 


his official duties. He has rendered very valuable assistance to vacant 


charges, has installed incoming pastors, and conducted quite an extensive 


official correspondence. 


In his report he makes several recommendations as follows: 1. “ That all 


‘congregations in this Synod be requested to elect their pastors for an in- 
. definite length of time, and not annually.” 2. “That all pastors taking 


charges on our territory, be requested to conform with our Formula of Charch 


Government relative to the matter of installation.” Both of which recom- 


mendations we herewith present to this Body for its action concerning the 
same. 

The President calls attention to the more permanent establishment of the 
Western Theological Seminary, and the election of Rev. F. D. Altman as the 
first President thereof. 4 


In view of these facts, be it 

1. Resolved, That we hereby formally recognize, with gratitude to God, the 
more permanent establishment of the Western Theological Seminary upon this 
western territory. 

2. Resolved, That we hereby express to the Board of Education of the Gen- 
eral Synod our appreciation and approval of its action in selecting Rev. F. D. 
Altman as the first President of said institution. 

3. Resolved, That we recognize in this institution a strong arm of helpfulness 
to our Church, and that we herewith pledge to it our moral and financial sup- 


port, 
Respectfully submitted, J. F. SPONSELLER, 
A, E. WAGNER, 
A, NICHOLAS. 
Adopted. 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. E. F. Trefz.. 


H. M. OBERHOLTZER, 
Setretary. 


| 
fj 
| 


MINISTERIUM. 


SATURDAY, 8:30 A.M. | 
Ministerium was opened with prayer by Rev. J. M. Long. 


Report of Examining Committee. 


Your Committee on Examination have had the following persons appear 
before them for ordination : 

S. Martin Lesher, a graduate of Midland College, and Gettysburg Theologi- 

cal Seminary. 

H. Zimmerman, a graduate of Midland College, and the Western Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

P.G. Tonsing, a graduate of Midland College, and the Western Theological 

J. W. Buzzard, a graduate of the Western Theological Seminary. 

Edward F. Trefz, a graduate of the Midland College, and the Theological 
Institution at Princeton, N. J. 

After careful inquiry into the qualifications of these brethren, and their mo- 
tives for entering the ministry, and after examination of a resumé of their work 
and a few sermons, we feel satisfied with their equipment and would recom- 
mend that they be ordained to the gospel ministry. 

One applicant for licensure, R. H. Williams, is a graduate of Pennsylvania 
College, with two years of Theological instruction at Gettysburg Seminary. 

We recommend this brother for licensure. 

All these young men have been called to charges on our territory, and are al- 
ready at work in their respective fields of labor. 


Respectfully submitted, F. D. ALTMAN, 
H. ACKER, 
H. M. OBERHOLTZER. 


Report adopted. 
Adjourned with prayer by Rev. A. Sell. 
H. M. OBERHOLTZER, 
Secretary. 
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ADDRESSES AND SERMONS. 


Tuesday and Communion Rev, 
W. F. Rentz. 

Wednesday on Foreign Missions and 
Home Missions, by Revs. J. G. Griffith and A. J. Hesson. 

Thursday Evening—Addresses on Education, by Revs. F. D. 
Altman and H. C, Haithcox, D. D. 

Friday Evening—Addresses on Church Extension, by Rev. H. 
L. Yarger, and Home Missions by Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D. 

Saturday, 11 a. m—“The Christian Citizen,” Rev. C. A. 
Swensson, D. D. 

Saturday Debibensciihiboans before the Young People’s Luther 
League, Rev. A. E. Wagner. 

Sunday Morning—Sermon, Rev. G. A. Bowers, D. D. 

Sunday, 3:30 p. m.—Song Service and address by Rev. S. B. 
Barnitz, D. D. 

Sunday Evening—Ordination Sermon, by Rev. J. F. Sponseller. 

Sunday, 9:30 a. m.—Addresses to the Sunday-school, Revs. J. 
A. Bright and A. E. Wagner. 


First Methodist. 
Morning—Rev. J. F. Seibert. 
Evening—Rev, J. N. Lentz. 
Presbyterian, 
Morning—Rev. F. D. Altman. 
Evening—Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D.D. 
Grace Reformed 
Morning—Rev. R. H. Williams. 
Evening—Rev. R. B. Wolf. 
First Baptist. 
Morning—Rev. H. Acker. 
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Apportionment Table for Kansas Synod. 
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Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Socily, 


DIRECTORY, 1895-6. 


OFFICERS. 


PRESIDENT. 


Mrs. ELLA C, BEEGLE, Midland College, Atchison, Kans. 


VICE PRESIDENT—NORTH WEST CONFERENCE. 
Mrs. ALICE G. BOND, Salina, Kans. 

VICE PRESIDENT—NORTH EAST CONFERENCE. 
Mrs. J. G. GRIFFITH, Lawrence, Kans. 

VICE PRESIDENT—SOUTH WEST CONFERENCE. 

Mrs, M. A. ACKER, Whitewater, Kans. | 

RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. J. NELSON LENTZ, Greenleaf, Kans. 


NDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. H. M. OBERHOLTZER, Salina, Kans. 
TREASURER. 

Mrs. A. L. SELIG, Lawrence, Kans. 
MISTORIAN. 

Mrs. OLIVE J. PETERS, Abilene, Kans. 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEES. 


NORTHWEST CONFERENCE. 
Mrs. ALICE G, BOND, Salina, Kans. 
Mrs. I. B. HEISEY, Waterville, Kans. 
Mrs. J. F. SPONSELLER, Minneapolis, Kans. 
NORTHEAST CONFERENCE. 
Mrs. J. G. GRIFFITH, Lawrence, Kans. 
Mrs. J. M. SEARLES, 628 Tracy Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 
Mrs. W. S. WALLACE, Effingham, Kans. 
SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE. 
Mrs. M. A. ACKER, Whitewater, Kans. 
Mrs. A. J. HESSON, Hutchinson, Kans. 
Mrs. M. V. CAGNEY, Emporia, Kans. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


Mrs. H. L. YARGER, 926 South Fifth St., Atchison, Kans. 


Mas. F. D. ALTMAN, Atchison, Kans. 
Miss LIZZIE DELO, Lawrence, Kans. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society, 


OF THE 


KANSAS SYNOD, 


HELD IN 


St. Paul’s English Lutheran Church, Peabody, Kansas, 


October 2, 3, 4, 1805. 


FIRST SESSION. 


Pearopy, Kan. Ocroper 2, 1895. 
According to appointment, the Woman's Home and For- 
eign Missionary Society of the Kansas Synod convened in the 
St. Paul’s English Lutheran Church, Peabody, Kan., October 2, 
1895, at 2: 30 p. m., with the following officers present : 
President—Mrs. Ella C. Beegle, Atchison, Kan. 
Vice- President—Mrs. Alice G. Bond, Salina, Kan. 
Treasurer—Mrs. A. L. Selig, Lawrence, Kan. 
Recording Secretary—Mrs. |. Nelson Lentz, Ottawa, Kan. 
Historian—Mrs. O. J. Peters, Abilene, Kan. ‘ 
Devotional services, subject “ Praise” were conducted by the 
President, Mrs. Ella C. Beegle. 
(43) 


= 


4 


44 


ex = - 


bd 
~~ ™ 


Credentials of delegates were then presented. 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION (CF THE 


Roll of Officers, Delegates, Life Members, and Visitors. 


OFFICERS. 


Mrs. E. C. Beegle, Mrs. Alice G. Bond, Mrs. A. L. Selig, Mrs. 


. Nelson Lentz, Mrs. O. J. Peters. 


DELEGATES. 


Abilene. —Mrs. Alice Johntz, Mrs. O. |. Peters. 
Atchison.——Mrs. H. L. Yarger. 
Emporia.—Mrs. Lou E. Roebrig. 

Kansas City ( Memoria/).—Mrs. |. Y. Barnett. 
Lawrence—Mrs. A. L. Selig. 

Otlawa—Mrs. }. Nelson Lentz. 
Peabody—Mis. C. J. Seybold, Mrs. Geo. Funk. 


. Wallace. 


Salina—Mrs. H. M. Oberholtzer, rnie A. G. Bond, Mrs. H. 


Zopeka—Mrs, F. L. Harmon. 
Waterville—Miss Nellie Brammer. 
Whitewater—Mrs. H. Acker, Mrs. E. Hanstine. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES. 
Atchison—Mrs. H. L. Yarger. 


CHILDREN’S BANDS. 
Atchison—Mrs. H. L. Yarger. 
Aansas City ( Memorial).—Mrs. |. Y. Barnett. 
Lawrence—Mrs. A. L. Selig. 
Peabody— Mrs. Snavely. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 
Mrs. Ella C. Beegle, Mrs. A. L. Selig. 


VISITORS. 
Mrs. Rich, Whitewater, Kans. 
Bishop Thoburn, India. 
Rev. Dr. Barnitz, Des Moines, Ia. 
Rev. H. L. Yarger, Atchison, Kans. 
Rev. H. Acker, Whitewater, Kans. 
Rev. R. H. Williams, Peabody, Kans. 
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Large delegations from the Peabody congregation were present 
at each session. 

After repeating the Lord’s Prayer in concert, session adjourned. 

At the close of the afternoon session the Executive Committee 
met in conference. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


The opening service was conducted by the pastor, Rev. R. H. 
Williams, assisted by Rev. H. Acker, of Whitewater. 

Mrs. C. J. Seybold, of Peabody, welcomed the delegates in be- 
half of the congregation. 

The response, written by Mrs. A. J. Hesson, of Hutchinson, 
was read by the Secretary. 

Hymn 220. 

The President delivered her annual address. 


Abstract of President's Address. 


Dear Sisters and Co- Workers : With the Psalmist, this Synodical Mission- 
ary Society can say of the past fourteen years, “ We took sweet counsel to- 
gether and walked into the house of God in company;” and, still heeding 
Paul's injunction, “ Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves,” we have met 
in this our Fifteenth Annual Convention. 

At our preliminary meeting, this afternoon, we sang, “ Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow,” and we might make our gratitude for the unlimited mercies 
of the past year the theme for song, prayer, and address, throughout this con- 
vention, and still sing “ Praise God ” as a doxology. But, in addition to thus 
expressing our gratitude, we have met to counsel together and school ourselves 
for another year of service in gospel-spreading. 

It affords me pleasure to greet you as representatives of over five hundred 
earnest workers in the cause of missions. In this life, however, greetings and 
farewells commingle, so our glad strain of greeting modulates to a sad refrain; 
for, since we last met together, willing hands have folded for rest, and familiar 
faces and voices are missed from their accustomed places. Some faithful 
workers have gone to their reward, we remain to labor on. 


OFFICIAL REPORT. 
The oversight of a Synodical Society is entrusted to its officers and standing 
committees; therefore, official reports of the past year’s supervision are duc at 
this time. 
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Stated Executive Committee meetings being impracticable, our conferences, 
as officers and committees, have been through correspondence. Although 
lacking the visible expression oi sympathy which imparts warmth to the hand- 
clasp and cordiality to the manner, our intercourse has been most pleasant, 
and promotion of Chnstian fellowship and unity of effort. 

I take pleasure in expressing my appreciation of your hearty co-operation. 
Such fidelity as has characterized my sister officers, and such faithfulness as 
has been manifested by the Auxiliaries of this Synodical Society, merit special 
commendation. Of such service the Master has said “Well done.” Our 
other officers, our Standing Committees, and our delegate to the recent Gen- 
eral Convention, will make their several reports, so I shal! not attempt a de- 
tailed report of the work of the past year, either Synodical or General. 

The discontinuance of the “Synodical Reporter’’ necessitating some other sys- 
tem of communication with the Auxiliaries, we sent out quarterly letters, the 
Conference Committees aiding in such correspondence. These letters went to 
you freighted with our prayerful interest in you, as societies and as individuals, 
and your replies were read with eager appreciation. Your letters have ever 
breathed a spirit of zeal in the Master's service and loyalty to your Synodical 
Society. We have sympathized with your struggles against adverse circum- 
stances, and rejoiced over your successes. 


THE PAST AND THE FUTURE. 


On reviewing the work of the past year we are conscious of short-comings. 
We have made mistakes and we bave been more or less remiss. Let us, 
therefore, take up the work afresh, encouraged by our successess and warned 
by our failures, resolved to sit, Mary-like, at the Master's feet and learn of Him. 

With our working force of twenty-nine Auxiliaries and the co-operation 
of appreciating pastors, future progress seems to rest upon two springs— 
prayer and effort—and those springs are in our hands. Certain it is, we are 
capable of greater effort, and it is becoming in us to be “ more fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord.” We may have genius, wealth, or influence, but 
what are such qualifications without constant fellowship with the Master? 
Not for the heathen nor for the home-land, merely, but for Christ, should be 
our watch-word. 

OUR WORK. 

_An important work awaits willing hands. In our general work, the cords 
must be lengthened and the stakes strengthened. !n our synodical territory, 
organization in congregations not having missionary societies, a more general 
enlistment of the women of congregations having such societies, and the train- 
ing of the young, call for special effort. 

Possibly never more than at present did the Church need the co-operation 
of all its forces. If the primitive Church, with its limitations, needed woman's 
help, much moré does the Church of to-day, with its extended borders and 
multiphed opportunities for usefulness, need such assistance. 

Does any church sister plead inability for such service ?—let such remem 
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ber that it was the man of one talent that hid it, not he who received ten. 
The excuses of the “ great supper” are offered again and again, domestic and | 
even social obligations being presented in defense of a seeming lack of inter- 

est. But surely, many of the fascinating interests of both domestic and social 
life can better be deferred than can our part in the Master’s service. 

Our day of opportunity is passing, and we should so employ it that we may 
be prepared to render our account with joy and not with sorrow. _We cannot 
merit the commendation, “ Well done!” by paying simply the “ mint, anise, 
and cummin” tithe of convenient service. No, we must break the alabaster 
box of selfish interest and pour our precious offering of time, means, and in- 
fluence at the Master's feet, because of love for Him and love for His service. . 

There are churches to be built. Like the Jewish women of Bible times, the ; 
woman of to-day can aid in such enterprises. Miriams are needed to chant 
God’s praises in the temple; Annas to wait in the temple, serving God. “ The 
poor ye have always with you,” said the Master—so the Dorcas spirit is still 
commendable; yea, there are dark places to be illumined, with millions of 
heathen women to whom it is our duty to teach the way of life. ‘Thus, from 
pointing the sin-sick soul to the Great Physician, to giving a cup of cold water 
in His name, there is a work for Christian women. And God be praised! 
woman to-day is possessed of the same:tenderness, the same copious sym- . 
pathy, the same great-hearted devotion, as characterized the illustrious ex- 
amples of past ages. In the Lutheran church, she has responded to the call 
to service, local church work, church extension, and mission work engaging 
heart and hand. 

The steps of progress in our woman's work have been cautiously taken, and 
, the foot-prints are traceable all along the way. LDisheartening difficulties at- 
tended its organization, but the enterprise was undertaken in a spirit of 
earnest devotion, a feeling of weakness, out of which grew a frm reliance upon 
the great Missionary himself, characterizing every eflort. | hus were women, 3 
unpracticed in public address, urschooled in organizing any such enterprise, é' 
enabled to establish this work; and no tabulated statement can give an esti- | | 
mate of the blessings, reflex as well as subjective, which have attended the | 
movement. But it is not profitable thus to pause to contemplate the result of : 
past effort. There are unoccupied mission fields and there are unenlisted | 
church sisters; hence, the double duty of Gospel-spreading and enbhisting 
helpers is ours to-day. To discharge the first duty, we must first discharge the 
second, and how ? a 

Many good women know comparatively little about our methods of work— 
they must be informed; many others who have excused themselves from mem- 7 
bership with us must be invited. "Tis“ line upon line.’ We are the prophets 
upon the mount —have we the prophets faith? 

Our young people and children—no feature of our work calls for more zeal- 
ous effort than the training of our young people and children. Soon the cr rry- 
ing forward of movements already inaugurated, and the taking of such aggressive 
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steps as will be in keeping with the progress of the age, will rest with them. 
A rich heritage of unswerving devotion to the cause of right and unfaltering 
trust in the Divine Helper is transmitted to them from the past, whilst the 
present affords worthy examples of capability and fidelity on the part of lead- 
ers, and loyalty on the part of helpers; but withal, there is necessity for special 
instruction in the needs and methods of mission enterprise. 

Every man and woman of the Church of to-day is responsible, to a greater 
or less degree, for the development of the young in such lines of work. And 
we are each doing his or her part in such training, our devotion or our indif- 
ference alike, being a living example. To plan for a more general training 
of our young people and children should be an important feature of our delib- 
erations at this convention. 

OUR THANK-OFFERING. 

Our thank-offering of last November was liberal, considering financial cir- 
cumstances. Doubtless, the sisters of this Synodical Society enjoyed thus 
making acknowledgment of the blessings so unstintingly bestowed upon them 
by our Father's bountiful hand. Let us arrange for a similar opportunity 
to make becoming returns for our manifold blessings, and may the Spirit of 
Him who gave self for our sins, incline us to give freely. 


OUR LITERATURE. 

One of the most helpful agencies in conducting our work and in interesting 
others, is our literature. With the “ Missionary Fournal” for family instrac- 
tion; the “ Children’s Missionary” for distribution in our Children’s Bands 
and in the Sunday-school, and the “ M/ission S/udies” and tracts for use in 
our Societies, we are not lacking in valuable aids in enlisting others. 


WOMAN'S DAY. 

Another means of interesting others in our work is the observance of a 
Woman's Day. A sermon on woman's work by the pastor, followed by re 
ports of the activity of the locall society, cannot fail to arrest the attention of 
the indifferent, and result in gain to the cause. 

And now, my dear sisters, we have met in this our fifteenth annual conven- 
tion to discuss ways and means for further service. Coming from the various 
parts of this Synod, we have brought with us our experiences, and we trust 
that an interchange of methods may prove mutually helpful in our future 
efforts. | 

Promptness in assembling, a willingness to take part in the exercises, and a 
careful noting of successful methods, will iusure a profitable season to each 
delegate in attendance. | 

From the “ Consecration Service ” of our next session to the “ Memorial 
Service” of our closing session, Me us pray for a spirit of willingness, like unto 
that of our dear Mrs. Day, who, * being dead, yet speaketh.” 

Respectfully submitted, ELLA ©. BEEGLE. 


Dr. Barnitz offered 
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‘Greetings from co-workers Mrs. A. V. Hunter, Columbia City, 
Ind., and Mrs. H. L. Lark, Millersburg, Pa., were read by Mrs. 
Bond. 

The evening offering for the contingent fund was taken. 

Convention adjourned with the benediction by Rev. H. L, 
Yarger. 


THURSDAY MORNING. 


The opening service, “ Consecrated Living,” was led by Mrs. 
Johntz, of Abilene. 

Regular business session opened with prayer by the President. 

Roll of Societies was called alphabetically, delegates being as- 
signed seats according to enrollment. 

Minutes of Wednesday’s sessions read and approved. 

President read the rules of order. 

Mrs. O. J. Peters, Historian, submitted her report. 


Abstract of Historian's Report. 

During the past year, I have added to the historical collection, copies of the 
minutes of last year’s Convention and of the Williamsport Convention, also 
programmes of both meetings, and several numbers of the “ Lutheran Era,” 
containing a historical sketch of this Synodical Society. | 

I would make the following solicitations : | 

1. That Societies not yet having contributed a brief sketch of their or- 
ganization, do so promptly, as the “ //isforica/ Record” is incomplete and this 
record increases in value as years pass. 

2. That copies of the “ A/ission Studies” and “ Missionary Fournal”™ be 
added to the historical collection, as issued. 

3. The privilege of securing a scrap-book in which to preserve letters from 
our missionaries, etc., etc. It would also be well to have a hook “In Me- 
moriam,”’ since, though the werk goes on, yet the workers fall by the wayside. 

On page thirty-five of the Minutes of the Williamsport Convention, are 
found valuable suggestions to the Synodical Historian, which I shall endeavor 
to carry out. In such effort, however, I solicit your aid. Please send me any 
clippings you may secure, also notices of the death of any of your members. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. OLIVE J. PETERS. 


The Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. J. M. Cromer, presented 
her report. 
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After singing Hymn 364, Mrs. M. A, Acker, of Whitewater, led 
a discussion on methods of work, in which all delegates partici- 
pated. In this discussion, with one or two exceptions, letters 
were read from the societies not rep ted. 
The following successful methods ¢mployed by woman’s so- 
cieties were presented. 
1. enlisting numbers 
Public meetings; personal solicitation; circglating mission literature; hold- 
ing monthly meetings at the homes of members and the “ Missionary Tea,” 
each member inviting a lady not a member. 
2. /n raising funds : 
a. General fund—Regular monthly or quarterly dues, mite box and socials, 
4. Special objects—Individual offering, the mite box, birthday box, sale of 
Arifcan coffee, and the collection at public meetings. 
¢. Contingent fund—Social enterprise and mute collection at monthly 
meetings. 
3. Conducting meetings - 
Devotional exercises, also the lesson study conducted by different members 
frequently; special music, original articles on lesson topic, and a carefully 
prepared program. 
4. Public meetings : 
Quarterly or, at least, annual public meetings. 
The President appointed the following committees : 
Reports of Officers—Mrs. Oberholtzer, Mrs. Barnett, Mrs. 
Seybold. 
Standing Committees and Delegate to Biennial Convention— 
Mrs. Funk, Mrs. Johntz, Mrs. Harmon. 
Resolutions—Mrs. Wallace, Mrs. Hanstine, Miss Brammer. 
Letters and Papers—Mrs. Acker, Mrs. Roebrig. 


Journal—Mrs. Yarger. 

Observer—Mrs. Oberholtzer. 

World—Mrs. Funk. 

Evangelist—Mrs. Funk. 

Session adjourned with prayer and the benediction by Rev. H. 
Acker. 


| 
Reporters. 
| 
| 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 


Devotional exercises, “ Bear ye one another’s burdens,” were 
led by the Presidents. 

Business session opened with roll call. Minutes of morning 
session read and approved. 

Reports of Conference committees were received from Mrs. 
Griffith, N. E. Conference ; Mrs. Acker, S. W. Conference ; Mrs. 
Bond and Mrs. Oberholtzer, N. W. Conference. 

During the year a Woman's Society was organized at New 
Cambria and a Children’s Band at Abilene. 

Report of Literature Committee. 

The Report of the Literature Committee was read by the Sec- 
retary : 

We are glad to be able to report some progress in our work which indicates 
an awakening to the necessity of acquiring missionary intelligence, since the 
more we are informed on a subject the greater is our interest therein. We 
have distributed tracts quarterly, sent) missionary catechisms to Children’s 
Bands, written cards to pastors of Sunday-Schools where the Chr/dren’s Afts- 
Sionary is not distributed, urging the use of it. To Societies making such re- 
quests we have also sent Mission Studies, Mite Boxes and Penny Helpers. We 
would urge a more general use of the thank-offering envelopes sent out yearly. 


FINANCIAL $TATEMENT. 


Reces pts 
From convention $2 68 
Appropriation from Synodical 4 40 
From Auxiliaries for Tracts and Mission Studies.c ce 7 75 
From Individual Subscriptions to Missin Studies... 1 25 
From Auxiliaries for Mite Boxes, Penny Helpers and Mosaics..--.-+- 1 20 
| $17 28 
Disbu ents. 

For Convention Supplies, Monthly Tra¢ts, Mission Studies, Mite Boxes, 
For Correspondence and Mailing Litetature. 2/69 
$1728 


| Mrs. W. B. DEWEES, Chairman, 


Mrs. O. J. Peters, delegate to General Convention held at | 


Williamsport, Pa., in June, read her report. dis | 


Mrs. Bond, first Vice-President of the General Society, 
| 
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attended the Convention, 
ing the Convention. 

Bishop Thoburn, dent of mission work in India, 
under the direction of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was in- 
troduced, and addressed the Convention. 

The President, in behalf of the ladies of the Convention, 
thanked Bishop Thoburn for his remarks. 

Reports of delegates from Young People’s and Children’s So- 
cieties, and discussion of methods followed. The discussion 
revealed the fact that there is only one Young People’s Missionary 
Society and but six Children’s Mission Bands in this Synod. On 
account of this it was deemed advisable and practicable to en- 
deavor to introduce the missionary feature into the existing Y. P. 
S. C. E., Luther Alliance and Luther League Societies. 

In the discussion concerning Children’s Bands, it was noted 
that— 

1. Some Societies have monthly dues, others take monthly col- 
lections. 

2. Money contributed for special objects is earned by the chil- 
dren. 

3- All Societies use the Missionary Catechism and Children's 
Missionary. 

Moved by Mrs. Funk that a telegram be sent to the East Penn- 
sylvania Society, in session at Steelton, Pa. 

Carried. 

The President appointed Mrs. Funk, Mrs. Selig and Mrs. Peters 
to constitute the committee. 

Session adjourned with prayer and R. 
H. Williams. 


€ some interesting remarks regard- 


t 


THURSDAY EVENING. 


Thursday evening was devoted to the cause of Home Missions. 
The opening service was conducted by Rev. R. H. Williams, 
assisted by Rev. Dr. Barnitz. 
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A “Home Mission Paper,” written by Mrs. J. G. Griffith, of 
Lawrence, was read by Mrs. H. M. Oberholtzer, of Salina. 

Miss Jessie Westbrook, of Peabody, recited a Home Mission 
hymn. 

Rev. H. L. Yarger, Western Secretary of the Board of Church 
Extension, addressed the audience in the interest of the Church 
Extension Board. 

Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of the Board of 
Home Missions, followed with an address, “Tidings from the 
Home Field.” 

An offering for contingent fund was made. 

Rev. H. L. Yarger offered pjrayer and pronounced the bene- 
licti 


FRIDAY} MORNING. 


Devotional service was ucted by Mrs. R. H. Williams, of 


Peabody. 


Business session opened with prayer by the President. 

Roll was called and the minutes of Thursday afternoon and 
evening sessions read and approved. 

Mrs. Oberholtzer read the 


Report of Committee on Reports of Officers. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

Your Committee have examined the President's Address and it the fol- 
lowing suggestions for your approval : 

Ist. That we plan for a more general training of the young pepple and chil- 
dren of the Synod, observing Section 2d, Article X, in Synodical Constitution. 

2d. That the annual thank-offering be made a permanent feature of our 
Synodical work, and that it be taken in November. 

3d. That we make a more free distribution of our literatere, using the 
Mission Studies and tracts in our Society work, and place the CAsldren’s 
Missionary in the Sabbath-schools, also that we endeavor to place the Mis 
sionary Fournal in every family. 

4th, That we more generally observe “ Woman's Day” when we shall, at 


' east once a year, ask the pastor of each church to preach a sermon on mis- 


sions and missionary work at the morning service, and when the Auxiliary 
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shall in the evening of the same Sabbath present a programme of missionary. 
interest. 

sth. That box-work be a feature either of individual society work, or when 
practicable, of combined efforts in Conferences. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
We have carefully examined the books and the vouchers of your Treasurer, 
Mrs. A. L. Selig, and found them correct. 
The Committee recommend that a vote of thanks be tendered the Treasurer 
for the faithful discharge of the duties of the office and the careful manner in 
which the books have been kept. 


HISTORIAN’S REPORT. 


We find the duties of the Historian have been faithfully performed, such 
matter as was available having been collected during the past year. We sug- 
gest, therefore, 

ist. That the Convention take action upon the yearly addition to this col- 
lection of the A/issionary Fournal and Mission Studies. 

2d. That the Historian be instructed to purchase a scrap-book in which to 
preserve interesting clippings of mission intelligence; also, a book “In Me- 
moriam.” 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. H. M. OBERHOLTZER, 
Mrs. C, J. SEYBOLD, 
Mrs. J. T. BARNETT. 


On motion report was received seria#m, and adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee on Standing Committees. 

We heartily sympathize with the Conference Committee’s efforts to establish 
Societies in weak places. 

We recommend that they cogginue to write quarterly letters to the Auxiliar- 
ies, especially for the encouragement of the weak Societies. 

We also recommend that they endeavor to use all the influence possible to 
organize Children’s Bands, for therein lies the future hope of the Church. 

DELEGATE TO BIENNIAL CONVENTION. 

We have carefully listened to the report of the Synodical delegate to the 
Biennial Convention and find it to be a practical and complete report. We 
hereby express our appreciation for the very efficient manner in which we were 


represented. 
Mrs. GEO. S. FUNK, 


Mrs. ALICE JOHNTZ, 
Mrs. F. A. HARMON, 


On motion of Mrs. Selig, report was adopted. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 
Your Committee on Letters and Papers have had the pleasure of reviewing 
the following excellent productions : 


| 
| | 
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1. The hearty welcome address of Mrs. C. J. Seybold and the appreciative 
response of Mrs. A. J. Hesson. 

2. The cheering greetings of Mrs. A. V. Hunter, President of our General 
Society, and Mrs. H. L. Lark, of Millersburg, Pa., with whom we have had 
sweet fellowship in the past. 

3. A stirring plea for increased effort in home mission enterprise, by Mrs. 
J. G. Griffith, and a suggestive presentation of the “ Essentials of a Successful 
Missionary Society,” by Mrs. H. M, Oberholtzer. 


4. A pleading appeal for a deeper interest in foreign missions on the part 


of woman, because of “ Woman's Debt to Christianity,” by Mrs. A. G. Bond, 
and an endorsement thereof, in Mrs. Selig’s impressive portrayal of “ Mrs. 
Day’s Consecrativn.” 

All of these papers were urgent in appeal and profitable in suggestions for 
more effective effort in the future. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. M. A. ACKER, 
Mrs, L. E. ROEHRIG, 

On motion of Mrs. Peters, report was adopted as read. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. H. L. Yarger. 

The election of officers was next taken up, and resulted as fol- 
lows : 

President—Mrs. Ella C. Beegle. 

First Vice-President—Mrs. L. T. Bond. 

Second Vice-President—Mrs. M. A. Acker. 

Third Vice-President—Mtrs. G. Gritfith. 

Recording Secretary—Mrs. ]. Nelson Lentz. 

Corresponding Secretary-—Mrs. H. M. Oberholtzer. 

Treasurer—Mrs. A. L. Selig. 

Session closed with prayer and the benediction by Rev. R. H. 
Williams. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 


Bible Reading, subject, “ Giving,” was conducted by Miss Nel- 
lie Brammer, Waterville. 

Business session opened with prayer by Mrs. Lentz. 

Roll of officers, delegates, life members and visitors was called. 

Minutes of the morning session read and approved. 

A paper on the “ Necessity for the Study of Mission Litera- 
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ture” was read by Mrs. H. L. Yarger, followed by discussion of 
methods in distributing this literature. 

Miss Jennie Christ, of Peabody. who had taken a course of 
training in preparation for Deaconess work, addressed the con- 
vention upon that subject. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That, as a Synodical Society, we gratefully acknowledge the 
overshadowing care of our heavenly Father, and the continuance of divine 
blessing upon our work. 

_ &. Resslved, That, sorrowing over the death of our devoted missionary, Mr, 
David A. Day, we commend her stricken husband to the tender 
of divine love, whilst we learn a lesson in consecration from her life. 

3- Resolved, That as evidence of our appreciation of the instructive addresses 
and helpful counsel of Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of the 
Board of Home Missions, and Rev. H. L. Yarger, Field Secretary of the Board 
of Church Extension, during this convention, we continue our efforts in the 
future with increasing zeal. 

4. Resolved, That we express our disappointment over the absence of our 
returned Foreign Missionaries from our Synodical meetings, feeling that, in- 
asmuch as the Western Synodical Societies are so far removed from one an- 
other, as well as from those of the East, as to be deprived of that inspiration 
that comes from contact with others, they therefore have the greater need of 
visitation from returned missionaries. _ 

5. Resolved, That we declare our allegiance to the General Society and en- 
dorse the action of the Williamsport Convention, in the adoption of the reso- 
lution establishing rotation in office-holding. (We, however, believe that the 
time-limit should not be coufined to President and Vice-Presidents, but 
should include all officers. ) 

6. Resolved, That as Lutheran we reaffirm our adherence to tem- 
perance principles, and believing that th¢e prohibitory law of our State isa wise 
and good one, endorse all efforts made by officials to enforce that law, pledging 
ourselves to uphold and assist them to the extent of our ability. 

7. Resolved, That we welcome to our Synodical Society our former co 
worker, Mrs. H. L. Yarger, also thet wejextend « greeting to our new worker, 
Mrs. R. H. Williams. 

tian courtesy extended to this Body by the members and frends of St. Paul's 


_ Church, Peabody, and that, by a rising vote, we manifest our appreciation 
thereof, and express our gratitude to the pastor and his wife, also to all who 


have been so untiring in their efforts to add to the success of this Convention. 

9. Resolved, That the thanks of this ical Society are due Mrs. O. J. 
Peters, for the donation of a copy of Missionary Fournal, also to Mrs. 
George Funk, for a copy of Mission Studies for the year 1896, to be added to 
our historical collection. 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


7, & 


W. H. & F. M. S. OF THE KANSAS SYNOD. 61 


10, Resolved, That the separation of he to Bod the. Sod and 
Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society, is not conducive to develop- | 
upon Convention are comparatively few. | 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. H. B. WALLACE, | 

Miss NELLIE BRAMMER, | 

Mrs. ELLA HANSTINE. 

Adopted seriatim. | 
The Executive Committee presented a report on a revision of | 
the By-Laws. Report adopted. | 
After discussing the question of manner of publication of the | 
minutes, a motion was made to refer action to the Executive | 
Committee, awaiting the decision of Synod. | 
Motion carried. | 
Benediction was pronounced by Rev. H. Acker. | 


FRIDAY EVENING. 


This evening’s servive was devoted to the subject of Foreign 
Missions, and as a Memorial Service to our late dearly beloved 
missionary to Africa, Mrs. David A. Day. | 

Much credit is due to the ladies of the Peabody Society for the 
beautiful decorations upon this occasion. 

Mrs. H. B. Van Nest, sang a solo entitled “ The Holy City.” 

The opening service was conducted by Rev. R. H. Williams, 
assisted by Rev. H. L. Yarger. 

A paper was read by Mrs. H. M. Oberholtzer, of Salina, on the 
“Essentials of a Successful Missionary Society.” 

Miss Mary Worthington, of Peabo.ly, gave a recitation entitled 
“A Hundred Million Sduis.”’ 

Mrs. A. G. Bond, of Salina, delivered an address on “Woman's 
Debt to Christianity.” 

Mr. Charles Stewart, of Peabody, sang a solo, entitled, “ The 
Palms.”’ 

Memorial Services. 
This service was conducted by the President. 
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The programme was as follows : 

Hymn 556. 

Scripture reading by President. 

Prayer, Rev. R. H. Williams. 

Paper on “ Mrs. Day’s Consecration,” by Mrs. Selig. 

Tributes by Mrs. Beegle, Revs. R. H. Williams, H. L. Yarger, 
and H. Acker. 

Offering for Monument Fund. 

Prayer by Mrs. Bond, Salina. 

The offering for the Monument Fund amounted to $10.01. 

Rev. R. H. Williams announced that Mrs. O. P. Whittaker and 
son had pledged $100 towards the education of the two African 
girls adopted by Mrs. Day. 

The Convention then proceeded to the transaction of business. 


List of Committees. 


The President announced the following Synodical Committees: 

Southwest Conference—Mrs. M. A. Acker, Mrs. A. J. Hesson, 
Mrs. M. V. Cagney. 

Northwest Conference—Mrs. A. G. Bond, Mrs. I. B. Heisey, 
Mrs. J. F. Sponseller. 

Northeast Conferencee—Mrs. J}. G. Griffith, Mrs. J. M. Searles, 
‘Mrs. W. T. Wallace. 

Literature Committee—Mrs. H. L. Yarger, Mrs. F. D. Altman, 
Miss Lizzie Delo. 

Minutes of the morning and evening sessions read, corrected 
-and approved. 

Hymn, “God be with you till we meet again.” 

Benediction by Rev. R. H. Williams. 

Convention adjourned. 

The next annual Convention will be held at Lawrence, Kans., 
in connection with the meeting of the Kansas Synod. 


| 
| | 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 


Executive Committee Meeting. 


Mrs. Bond moved that the President prepare an Article on 
Board of Trustees, to be inserted in the By-Laws. 

Carried. 

It was moved that Revs. H. Acker and H. L. Yarger be re- 
quested to ask the Kansas Synod to publish the minutes of our 
Convention with the minutes of Kansas Synod. 

Carried. 

It was decided that the November Thank-Offering be given to 
General Fund. 

The Contingent Fund being insufficient to meet the expenses 
of the administration of the past year, several of the officers do- 
nated their expenses for correspondence and travel. 


Adjourned. 
Mrs. J]. NELSON LENTZ, Secretary. 
Mrs. Extra C. Beecie, President. 
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SYNODICAL CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE L—Name. 
This Association shall be called the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Synodical Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of —. 
ARTICLE I1.—Arm. 


It shall be the aim of this Society to promote the organization of Home and 
Foreign Missionary Societies in all the churches of the Synod, to disseminate 
missionary intelligence, to cultivate a missionary spirit, and to engage and 
unite the efforts of Christian women in supporting missions and missionaries, 
and erecting churches and other buildings, under the control of the General 
Society. 

ARTICLE 

All women who are members of Auxiliary Societies, or pay the sum of one 
dollar annually, shall be members of this Society. The payment of ten dol- 
lars at one time shall constitute life membership in the General Society. Gen- 
tlemen may become honorary members of this Society by the payment of one 
dollar annually, or honorary life members of the General Society by the pay- 
ment of ten dollars at one time into the General Fund. 


ARTICLE IV.—Orrjcers. 
SECTION 1. The officers shall consist of a President, Vice-Presidents, Re- 


cording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer. 


Duties of Officers. 

Sec. 2. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society, and 
supervise its general work. 

Sec. 3. The Vice-Presidents, in order, shall preside at all meetings in the ab- 
sence of the President, and codperate with her in furthering the work. 

Sec. 4. The Recording Secretary shall give due notice of the meetings of 
the Synodical Committee, and the annual meetings of the Society, and keep a 
record of the proceedings of both. Also, prepare the minutes of the annual 
Convention for publication under the direction of the President. 

Sec. 5. The Corresponding Secretary shall, under the direction of the 
Synodical Committee, conduct the correspondence of the Society, present to 
the annual Convention a written statistical statement of the work during the 
year, and make a quarterly or annual report to the Corresponding Secretary 
of the General Society. : 

Sec. 6. The Treasurer shall receive the funds forwarded by the Auxiliary 
Societies, credit the same to their respective Societies, and remit them quarterly 
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to the Treasurer of the General Society. She shall also have charge of, and 
keep an account of, the funds raised for the incidental expenses of this Society, 
and pay out the same only on written order of the President. She shall also 
present a written report for the annual meeting of the Society. , 

ARTICLE V.—Onrcanizinc 


Section 1. These Committees shall consist of three women of each con- 
ference. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of these Committees to endeavor by all practi- 
cable means to organize Auxiliary Societies, and to increase the efficiency of 
the Societies in all the congregations of their respective Conferences, and re- 


ARTICLE on Lirerarvure. 


There shall be a Committee on Literature, whose duty it shall be to codpe- 
rate with the General Committee on Literature, and furnish Auxiliary Societies 
with missionary intelligence in the form of tracts, periodicals, copies of mis- 
sionary letters, etc. . 

ARTICLE VII.—Ei ecrions, 

Officers shall be elected by ballot at the close of each annual Convention. 
Officers of this Society, Auxiliary Delegates, and officers and members of the 
Executive Committee of the General Society, shall have the right to vote. 


ARTICLE FuNDs. 

The incidental expenses of the Synodical Society shall be defrayed by the 
payment annually of five cents or more per member from each Auxiliary Wo- 
man’s and Young People’s Society, and one dollar, when practicable, from 
each Children's Band. 

ARTICLE IX.—Quvartercy Rerorts. 

Synodical Societies desiring quarterly reports from their respective Auxili- 
aries, may require such to be given by the Corresponding Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Auxiliary Society. 

ARTICLE X.—OrGANIZING NEW SOCIETIES. 

SECTION 1, Woman’s Societies, Young People’s Societies, and Children’s 
Bands, auxiliary to this Society, may be formed by their members adopting the 
Constitutions prepared respectively for these auxiliaries, and contributing to the 
objects under the control of the General Society, and the incidental expenses 
of this Society. 

Sec. 2. Any Society of young people connected with the Lutheran Church 
may become auxiliary to this Society by electing a Missionary Secretary, who 
shall send quarterly or annual reports to the Synodical Secretary; by devoting 
one meeting a month to the subject of missions, and by paying per member a 
regular sum monthly, or annnally, which shall be remitted quarterly to the 
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Synodical Treasurer, to be paid into the General Fund, for the support of our 
missionaries. Special objects recommended by the Executive Committee shall 
be provided for otherwise. 

ARTICLE XI.—MEETINGs. 

The annual Convention shall be held just previous to or at the time and 
place of the meeting of Synod, when practicable. 

ARTICLE XII.—By-Laws. 

aie Bynodicel Society may make eny By-Laws that do not conflict with this 
Constitution. 

ARTICLE XIII.—ALTERATIONS AND AMENDMENTS. 

The Constitution can only be altered or amended in the manner prescribed 
for the alteration or amendment of the Constitution of the General Society, 
and by the General Society. | 

By-Laws to Synodical Constitution. 
ARTICLE 1.—Orricers. 
SecTION 1. The officers of this Society shall consist of a President, three 


Vice-Presidents—selected, respectively, from the three Conferences comprising 


the Synod—Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and His- 
torian. 


ARTICLE Il.—Execrions. 

Section 1. The officers shall be elected by ballot at the morning session of 
the last day of the annual meeting, a majority vote being necessary to an elec- 
tion. 

Sec. 2. No lady shall be eligible to any one office for a longer period than 
two consecutive years. 

_ ARTICLE UL—Executive ComMitree. 

The officers shall constitute an Executive Committee, whose duty it shall be 
te exercise supervision throughout the year, and fill all vacancies in office or 
committee. 


ARTICLE IV.—Incipenta. Funp. 


SECTION 1. Auxiliaries shall contribute annually toward an incidental fund, 
as follows: Each Woman’s Society and each Young People’s Society, ten cents 
or more per member, and each Children’s Band, one dollar. 

Sec. 2. The expenses of the administration throughout the year, also the 
traveling expenses of the President, Recording and Corresponding Secretaries, 
Treasurer, and Delegate of the Synodical Literature Committee to the annual 
Convention, and of the Synodical Delegate to the Biennial Convention of the 
General Society, shall be paid from this fund. 


ARTICLE V.—AMENDMENTS. 
These By-Laws may be altered or amended by a majority vote of the annual 
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DIRECTORY. 


1895-1896. 
OFFICERS OF LEAGUE. 


PRESIDENT. 
Rev. I. B. HEISEY, Waterville, Kansas. 


FIRST VICE—PRESIDENT. 
C. E. SMITH, Abilene, Kansas. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Miss SELINA JOHNSON, Topeka, Kansas. 


THIRD VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Miss ANNA SPONSELLER, Minneapolis, Kansas. 


SECRETARY. 
Miss FLORENCE E. BOND, Salina, Kansas. 


TREASURER. 
Miss GRACE PETERS, Abilene, Kansas. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
Rev. R. B. WOLF, Eureka, Kansas. 
Rev. CARL SWENSSON, Pu. D., Lindsborg, Kansas. 
Rev. J. NELSON LENTZ, Greenleaf, Kansas. 


COMMITTEE ON EXTENSION OF WORK. 
C, E. RUGH, Abilene, Kansas. 


Rev. PAUL G. TONSING, Beloit, Kansas. 
Miss ANNA HUTT, Lawrence, Kansas. 
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ROLL OF DELEGATES. 


Following are the regularly appointed delegates to State Luth- 
er League in Abilene, October 18-19, 1895. 

C. E. Rugh, Chairman of Credential Committee. 
Abilene—Miss Addie Over, Miss Grace Peters, Mr. C. E. 


Smith. 


Atchison—Mr. M. L. Scheffer. 

Barnes—Rev. Henry Zimmerman. Miss Ada Brandt. 
Beloit—Rev. J. S. Grau, Rev. Paul G. Tonsing. 
Chapman—Miss Lizzie Chambers. 

Lawrence—Miss Anna Hutt. 

Leavenworth—Rev. J. W. Kimmell. 

Minneapolis—Miss Anna Sponseller. 

Ottawa—Rev. J. B. Umberger. 

Lurcka—Rev. R. B. Wolf. 

Peabody—C. E. Stewart. 

Sa/ina—Miss Florence Bond, Miss Effie Rager, Miss Elizabeth 
Crumbow, Mr. Phil. Weisgerber, Mr. Howard Hoffman. 

St. James (Abilene)—Miss Olive L. Rugh, Miss Lizzie Sher- 


wood. 


Sedalia, Mo.—Rev. J. F. Seibert. 

Topeka—Miss Selina Johnson. 

Waterville—Mr. Fred Shirck. 

Valley Falls—Miss Anna Falls. 

St. Joseph—Rev. S. M. Lesher, Rev. E. F. Trefz. 
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or THE 


THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


LUTHER LEAGUE 


KANSAS AND KANSAS SYNOD 


Abilene, Kans., Oct. 18 and 19, 1865. 


--  - --- 


FIRST SESSION. 


Fripay, Ocroper 18, 1895, 2: 30 P. M. 

The first session was held in the Presbyterian church. 

The session was called to order by the President, Rev. I. B. 
Heisey, and was opened with a hymn, followed by Scripture . 
reading, conducted by Rev. R. H. Williams, after which Rev. E. 
F. Trefz Jed in prayer. 

The Secretary, Mrs. A. S. Harlan, having removed to What 
Cheer, Iowa, Miss Florence E. Bond was elected Secretary fre 
fem. 

The reports of the various committees were then given. 

Mr. C. E. Rugh, Chairman of Credential Committee, reported 
twenty-five delegates, representing fourteen societies. 

Rev. J. Nelson Lentz, Chairman of Executive Committee, re 
ported : Your Committee has decided the time and place for this 
convention. 
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Rev. Henry Zimmerman, Chairman of Committee on Exten- 
sion of Work, reported that personal work had been done and 
efforts made to extend the work. 

The Secretary having neglected sending a report, there was no 
annual report given. ' 

The Treasurer, Mr. John E. Selig, was unable to be present 
and sent the following report : 

LAWRENCE, KANSAS, Octoder 17, 1895. 


To the Luther Leagve of Kansas and Kansas Synod: 
I beg leave to present the following report as Treasurer for the fiscal year 


ending this day: . © 
Balance on hand at close of last fiscal fo 69 
$0 69 
Balance EE SESE SE So og 
Respectfully submitted, JOHN E, SELIG, 7reasurer. 


Hymn 24 in Book of Worship was sung. 

Motion to proceed to the discussion of papers prevailed. 

Rev. R. B. Wolf, of Eureka, opened the discussion with a 
paper on the subject: “ How can the Luther League advance the 
interests of the Church?” 

This was followed ‘by a paper by Rev. J. B. Umberger, of Effing- 
ham, the subject being, “ How can the Luther League promote the 
keeping of the Sabbath ?” 

Rev. E. F. Trefz, of St. Joseph, disussed the subject, “ Show/d 
cur young people undertake any financial work ?” 

| List of Committees. 
The President then appointed then appointed the following 


committees : 
Committee on Chedentials—Mr. C. E. Rugh, Miss Anna Hutt, 


(Mr. Fred. Shirck. 
Committee on Resolutions—Rev. |. B. Umberger, Miss Anna 


Hutt, Miss Grace Peters. 
Committee on Nominations—Mr. M. L. Scheffer, Rev. J. Nel- 


son Lentz, Miss Olive Rugh. 

Hymn No. 108 in Book of Worship was sung, after which Rev. 
J. Nelson Lentz led in closing prayer. 

Adjournment. 
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FRIDAY EVENING. 
The League united with Synod in the services of the evening. 


SATURDAY MORNING. 


; OCTOBER 19, 9 : 30. 
The Convention was called to order in the Presbyterian church, 
by the President, and was opened with singing No. 156 in the 
Gospel Hymns, which was followed by a prayer by Rev. H. L. 
Yarger. 
In the absence of Mr. Milton Speer, Mr. C. E. Rugh gave the 
address of welcome. Rey. I. B. Heisey gave the response to the 


address of welcome and made the opening address. 
President's Report. 

Dear Brethren and Fellow-Workors: In the providence of God we are to- 
day assembled as the Third Annual Convention of the Luther League of Kansas. 
Another year has been spent for Christ and the Church in our various fields, 
and we are now “ with one accord in one place,” that we may review the work 
of the past and receive fresh inspiration for a new year’s task. 

As your President, it is my duty now to give you a report of the work done 
for you during the year : 

Early in the month of July, I received a communication, stating that the 
Committee on National Convention would meet in New York City on the 1oth 
of July, and asking that Kansas be represented. It did not seem possible to 
have any one present, and nothing was done until after the meeting, when a 
request came from E. F. Eilert,gs Chairman of Committee on National Luth- 
eran League for a committee our Kansas League to endorse the call and 
assist in arranging the programme for the National Convention to be held at 
Pittsburg, Pa., October 30th and 31st. 

cave Uhet cur Kenens Longue wished! t be represented ia thie fet 
national convention, I named the following committee: Revs. W. F. Rentz, 
H. L. Yarger, Henry Zimmerman, and Messrs. A. S. Harlan and J. A. Lentz. 
We understand that these persons have acted in harmony with the request. 
Under the supervision of your President a Lutheran rally was held at Wat- 
erville, Kansas, on the oth of August, which was participated in by people of 
different nationalities and Synods, and resulted in arousing new interest in 
our Church in that community. 
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About August 2oth, I received a letter from our Secretary, Mrs. A. S. Har- 
lan, in which she tendered her resignation as your Secretary, giving as her 
reason her removal to What Cheer, lowa, and expressing deep regret at being 
obliged to leave a work she loved so much. It was then time to begin pre- 
paration for this Convention, and no new appointment was made. Your Presi- 
dent assumed the duties of the Chairmanship of the Executive Committee, 
which was also left vacant by her removal. 

There was no meeting pf the Executive Committee to prepare the pro- 
gramme of this Convention, but this does not indicate that there was no co- 
operation. Much credit is due to Mr. C. E. Rugh for good work done, and to 
Rev. J. Nelson Lentz, whom} we must thank for securing the cuts, selecting the 
poem and for giving many valuable suggestions. 

The programme and call for Convention were mailed on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, thus complying very nearly with the one month's notice clause of our 
constitution. 

After corresponding with the Chairman of the Extension Committee, and 
others, it was decided that your President should visit the Swedish Lutheran 
Conference, which was held at Vlict’s on September 25-28. Your President 
was very cordially received by that Body on the 27th, and after hearing the 
claims of the League as presented, the following resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved, That we have heard with pleasure Rev. Heisey’s paper on the 
Kansas State Luther Leagtie, and that we bid him God-speed in his work for 
the young Lutherans of the State. 

Resolved, That we recommend our own Luther League to send delegates to 
the annual convention of the State Luther League to be held at Abilene, Octo- 
ber 18th and 19th. 

It has been a matter of constant care on the part of your State officers to 
keep the bill of expenses as low as possible.” Perhaps we have been over- 
careful, and have, for this reason, failed to do much that might have been done 
in developing our work. The total amount of expense for printing, mailing 
and ribbon is $10.66, 

I am truly grateful for the hearty co-operation, the prom pt replies to corres- 
pondence, and the ready compliance with my requests. These things have 
made the work for you a pleasure. That this work may grow until every 
young Lutheran in the State shall learn to love and know his Church and be 
interested in all her work, is my prayer. 


Respectfully submi I. B. HEISEY, 
President. 

Motion prevailed to “proceed to discuss the advisability of 
separating from Synod,” 


General discussion followed. 

Motion carried, “to meet apart from Synod.” 

On motion, Rev. J. B. Umberger, was appointed by the chair, 
to visit Synod and request the privilege of having the Minutes of 
the League, printed " connection with those of Synod. 
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The following papers were next presented to the Convention: 
“ How can we obtain, retain, and sustain interest in the indi- 

vidual Society meetings ?”’ by Rev. Henry Zimmerman, Barnes. 
“Our Motto,” Mr. Theodore Scheffer, Minneapolis. 


Hymn No. 100, Gospel Hymns was sung, followed by prayer 
by Rev. Henry Zimmerman. 

The Convention, then adjourned to the Lutheran church, 
where Rev. Carl Swensson, Ph. D., of Lindsborg, delivered an able 
address to the League, on the “Christian Citizen.” 

Adjournment. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON, 


The afternoon session was held in the Lutheran church. 

The session was opened at 2:30, by Miss Anna Hutt, of Law- 
rence, who conducted “A Model Young People’s Prayer-meet- 

This was followed by a paper by Miss Anna Falls, of Valley 
Falls, on the subject, “The most important work of our Young 
People’s Societies, and how to do it.” 


Rev. Paul G. Tonsing, of Beloit, made a short talk on “ Mid- 
summer Rallies.” 

General discussion followed. 

Motion was carried to elect officers collectively by ballot. 


Election of Officers. 
The following officers were elected : 
President—Rev. 1. B. Heisey, Waterville. 
First Vice-President—Mr. C. E. Smith, Abilene. 
Second Vice-President—Miss Selina Johnson, Topeka. 
Third Vice-President—Miss Anna Sponseller, Minneapolis. 
Secretary—Miss Florence E. Bond, Salina. 
Treasurer—Miss Grace M. Peters, Abilene. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 
Your Committee on Resolutions offers the following : 
1, Resolved, That we approve the action of our President in appointing § 


— 
; 
| 
| 
au 
gi 
| 


| 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS, 75 | | 
ae: committee to unite in a calll for a National Convention on the 3oth and 31st of | 
adi- October, and most heartily endorse that movement. | 
. 2. Resolved, That we extend hearty thanks to Dr. Carl Swensson, for his most 
excellent address. 
yer 3. Resolved, That we extend hearty thanks to the Presbyterian brethren for 
the use of their church; to the local Society and friends for their hospitable en- | 
tertainment; and to the Synod for printing our minutes together with theirs, : 
ch, and other kindly recognitions and favors. | 
ble Respectfully submitted, _ J.B. UMBERGER, 
ANNA 8S. HUTT, 
| GRACE M, PETERS. 
On motion, adopted seriatim. 
Motion prevailed to call roll of Societies, asking for pledges to 
send a delegate to the National Convention of the Luther League. 
Following are pledges made : 
Barnes... 2 00) St. Joseph § co 
w- Beloit 2 Topeka. 2 00 
$1 co | Rev. W. F. Rentz $1 | 
ng Rev. J. N. Lentz 1 oo | Rev. H. I 00 
A, Bright... 00 | Mr. Long....-- 50 
cvee ces 1 00 A Friend....... 50 
d- Kev. F. D. Altman. 1 00! 
On motion, Rev. H. L. Yarger, of Atchison, was elected dele- 
gate to National Canvention. 
On motion, Rev. J. F. Seibert, of Sedalia, Mo., fifteen dollars of Fr 
his expense being paid, was elected second delegate to National | 
Convention. 
Hymn No. 53. fie by Rev. H. M. Oberholtzer. 
Adjournment. 
| 
SATURDAY EVENING. | 
The evening session was held in the Lutheran church. a 
Rev. A. E. Wagner, of Topeka, delivered an excellent address 
on “The Great Commission.” 


THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


76 


| 
~ 


4 
| 
| 
- 
ge 
| 
ae 
| 
| 
« 
é 
} 
| 


PAGE 
Admission and Diemission of Churches 16 
Advisory Board of Home Missions.......... Ocvcceccseedevccescsse 13, 23 
Appointment of Secretary | 8 


9 


ine 
4 
d 
& 
INDEX. 
Beneficiary Education « 19 
Cormer-stone Laying... 
General Church Boards § @ 
General Synod, Report of Delegates to... 
Literature, Report of Committee on 
Midland College .. 2O 
(77) 
| 


78 INDEX. 


Minutes of Synod, Rule for Distribution of ......+++++-seeeceseeseeee 28 
Orphans’ Home ee eee ere ee ee see ee ese ee ee ee eee eee 18 
Place and Time of Meeting of Synod Gy 22, 6 
President's Report ......... 
Reporters for the Press. ... 
Resolutions, Report of Committee on 23 


Synodical ere eee ee ee ee 6 


Treasurer’s Report 18, 33 


Vacant Congregations, Report of Committee on 22 


Western Theological Seminary 
Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 42, 43 


Young People’s Luther League 


| 
PAGE 
| 
| | ....67,68,69,70 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


= 
¥ 
% 
‘ 
; 
1 
é 
4 
4 
j 
| 
4 


| 
t 
| 
if 
a 
| | 
| 
¥ 
| 
4 
| 


Latheran Charch in the United States.” 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


“The Board of of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lath- | 


eran Chureh in the U States of America.” | 


United States.” | 
THE PASTORS FUND SOCISTY. 
Passes’ Pant Bociety ofthe General Syood of the Latheran Charch 
in the United States of ’ 

PUBLIOATION SOOIBTY. 


“The Lutheran Publication Society. 
SEMINARY AT GETTYSBURG. 


|W. HANDY. M.SOOINTY. 
Home and me Chrch the Bree 


ED. 
Home for the Aged, Washington D.C.” 


se CAUTION.* 
would be grell State laws should be consulted 
bequests. 


Seminary of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lath- 
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